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Chapter Five
Anbar: Insurgency Grows, Strengthens, Elections

(2005)
January to May

Introduction

(U) The various Sunni insurgent groups suffered a major blow in the second battle of Fallujah Erter! Bookmark
not defined. (Operation AL FAJR) in November 2004. Thousands of fighters were capied ok killed. The
insurgent leadership spent several months reorganizing in its aftermath, retreating to their 1émainin® strongholds in
western Anbar. This left the insurgents unable to derail the upcoming (January 2005) Iragiselections.

(U) Even so, popular Sunni antipathy towards the Coalition led them to bgycott 1he Jawnary elections. Coalition
diplomatic efforts for the remainder of the year focused on convincing Sunni leadeis to engage in the political process.
These efforts, combined with the sense of hopelessness among insurgents stemmpin@from Operation AL FAJR, would
eventually bear some fruit. There was Sunni participation in the summr'Syonstitutional referendum and the December
elections. This also helped create divisions between more nationalist tusuigentssled by Dr. Mohammed Mabmud Latif
and Islamists led by Abu Mus'ab al-Zarqawi (Zargawi).

(U) From April onwards, the Sunni insurgent groups stepped up their ¢fforts to target the general population of
BaghdadError! Bookmark not defined., leadiug tg_Coalition military action against their strongholds in
Anbar. By the end of the year, the Sunni Arab ResistanceySAR) was increasing its involvement and influence in the
political process and the ethno-nationalist motivatons for the insurgency were declining. This led to major infighting
within the insurgency and paved the way for the emergence of AQIError! Bookmark not defined. as the
dominant group in the province by 2006.

SAREETFOUSA-MCEED The sceend battle of FallujahError! Bookmark not defined. (Operation
AL FAJR) was generally pergeived as an unqualified rout of the various insurgent groups in Anbar.
Roughly 4,000 insurgent fightéss*were captured or killed, including Umar Hadid, who had served as
the de facto commandefsin=ghief for the Fallujah Mujahideen Shura. The insurgent plan to defend
Fallujah (see Chapter4) by sending half of its fighters from Fallujah to RamadiError! Bookmark
not defined., BaghdadE#tor! Bookmark not defined., and northern Babil in the hopes of opening
up a second frent Wwas a failure. Insurgents who survived the fighting dispersed to the al-Qa’im-
HadithaErrot¥Bookmark not defined. area, Baghdad, northern Babil, or the Fallujah-Ramadi
corridor. Thetloss of Fallujah had pushed the insurgency back, forcing those that remained to go
underground and operate differently in the province than they had in the past. Because of this,
insurgent efforts in early 2005 focused on reestablishing their organizations and infrastructure in
Anbar.
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The January Elections and Their Aftermath (January — March 2005)

AQIError! Bookmark not defined. Regroups in the HitError! Bookmark not defined.-
HadithaError! Bookmark not defined. Corridor

(SAREEFOTSAMEED With the fall of FallujahError! Bookmark not defined., one of
AQIErrot! Bookmark not defined.’s top priorities was to find a safe area where, they could
reorganize and continue to operate. The HitErrot! Bookmark not defined.#ladithaError!
Bookmark not defined. corridor was particularly attractive, as the ins@rgemt murder and
intimidation campaign launched in the summer of 2004 had largely suppresseé@yloeal’support for the
Coalition." The intimidation campaign had especially affected the Iraqi policef(IPY in Haditha. What
little law enforcement presence remained was considered ineffective.” Priof t0"Operation AL FAJR,
many Haditha residents had welcomed this development, regardingwmthe IP as thuggish and
unnecessary, but they now found themselves virtually defensele§s ifi, the face of a large insurgent
presence in their city. > With only an intermittent presengé’ofj Cdalition troops in the Hit-Haditha
corridor, the insurgents saw it as a safe to regroup.

(6/ANF) Zarqawi himself went to MosulError! Bookmark not defined. following his escape from
FallujahError! Bookmark not defined.. He, coficéntrated on destabilizing that area. A large
number of his followers in Anbar either fled\ to/ the HitError! Bookmark not defined.-
HadithaError! Bookmark not defined.qcorridog, further to the west in Anbar (even as far as
HusaybahError! Bookmark not defined:"on the Syrian border), or sought shelter among Sunni
extremists in Zaidon (about 30 km southwest 6f Fallajah near the Euphrates River) and Nasser Wa
Salaam near Abu Ghraib.! The influx{offSalafist fighters fleeing Fallujah served as a radicalizing force
on the local insurgents—who preyiously had a more criminal mindset. At least one ad-hoc
AQIError! Bookmark not_defihed. terrorist training camp was set up in Haditha to train
replacements for those killed'in Fallujah.’

SANF) In a positiy€ déyclopment, the religious radicalization of the core jihadist insurgents in
HadithaError! Boekmatk not defined. spurred many residents to provide intelligence to the
Coalition despitéiincréased intimidation. A possible explanation is the Haditha residents were willing

[ | Military | NGIC: ASSESSMENT: COMPLEX ENVIRONMENTS: BATTLE OF OPERATION AL FAJR
(2004-2005) | |SAND | |

[ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050109 | 20050109 | tS/ANF |

2 [ |Military | 15T MARINE DIVISION: 10 WEEKLY OPERATIONS SUMMARY | 20050108 | (5/FF | |

3 Thid.

4[| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050109 | 20050109 | {S/ANFY | |

5[ | Military | T MEF: AO MSR/ASR ASSESSMENT, JANUARY 14-20, 2005 | presumed 20050120 | (AN | |
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ctiminal.” Tt is important to note that the attitude of individual groups varied a great deal depending
on the local environment. SRE/SAR differences did not rule out mutual collaboration:” In many
cases, membership within insurgent groups was fluid, with street-level insurgents moving easily
between different groups.

(S/REE"TOUSA; MEFT) In addition, most of the non-SRE insurgent figures within the Karbuli,
Ubaydi, Rawi, Mahalowi, Salmani, Fahd, Khalfawi, Diab, Faraj, Alwan, Zobai, Halbusi, Jumayli,
Mohamdi, Janabi, and Dulaymi tribes would likely be classified as SARs.”'

(SAREEFOUSA;MEFD-While SAR insurgents were open to reconciliation with theshlG in theory,
MML urged boycotting or sabotaging the January elections to demonstrate Sunni infltiefice in Iraq.
His view was seen by many as extremely radical at the time, but, came to b¢ aeecpted by other
insurgents later in 2005.

(5/REE) The SRE/SAR differences were also reflected among the Ba’athist leaders and former Iraqi
political actors residing abroad. While some Ba’athists still regarded themselves as loyal to the ideals
of Pan-Arab socialism and had delusions about rescuing Saddamf Hugséin and restoring him to the
presidency, most recognized—and exploited—the appeal ‘of “extfemist rhetoric for soliciting
international aid for the insurgency. However, the Ba’athist léadérs exercised a limited role in inter-
insurgent disputes in Anbar. Their primary role in the prowince's insurgency lay more in issuing
periodic communiqués and providing insurgent groups access to funding through intermediary
financiers. They simply did not exercise day-to-dayGperational control.”

{SAREE) Despite the emergence of SREsand SARs as the predominant centers of the insurgency in
Anbar, the vast majority of the rank and fileinsurgents in the province was made up of individuals
who had served as military and security, personhel under Saddam Hussein. However, many of these
individuals had adopted Salafist beliefs” since the fall of Saddam Hussein and hence were SREs
regardless of their former backgrounds:

Anbar Prior to the 2005 Elections

SAREEFOUTSAMEPH, The situation in Anbar at the opening of 2005, while much improved
from the previous, yeas; remained volatile. After Operation AL FAJR, Anbat's provincial

191 | Military | STATE OF THE INSURGENCY MNF-W, SEPTEMBER 5, 2005 | presumed 20050905 |{(S/NE) | ]
20 The following organizations can be classified as SRE: Al-Qa’ida in Iraq, Ansar al-Sunna, Islamic Army of Iraq,
Nu’man Brigade, Islamic Movement of Iraq Mujahideen, Saraya al-Jihad. These groups are SAR: Quwwat Allah al-
Tharib, Al-Asa’ab al-Iraqi, Al-Asa’ab al-Ahwal, Green Brigade, Jaysh Mohammed, 1920 Revolution Brigade. Jaysh al-
Haq, Abu Sheba Group, Isa al-Handi Group, Mohammed Suleman Group. Ibid.

21 Ibid.

22| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050117 | 20050117 | (S/NE) | ]
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government in RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. started to move again, but was severely
compromised by the insurgents murder and intimidation campaigns.”’

(§7ANF)r Anbar Governor Fasal Gaoud remained a weak authority figure. During his first week in
office in November 2004, he had been forced to meet with representatives of RamadiError!
Bookmark not defined. Shura Council who gave him one month to remove Coalition forces from
Ramadi or face the consequences.” Regarded by many Anbaris as incapable of governing the
province, he had already lost several key officials to kidnapping or resignation and made little effort
to replace them.”

SARELTFOUSA-MEED-The most improved area of Anbar was FallujahError! Béokmark not
defined.. The city’s residents were grateful to the Coalition for launching Opefation AL FAJR and
blamed the insurgency for their current state of affairs.”® Having seen a glimpse ofavhat Iraq would
be like under Salafists, many Fallujah residents reduced their support to the'ifisurgency despite their
dislike of the Coalition presence and antipathy towards the IIG. Ayersionste the insurgency rose to
the point that a majority of Fallujahns expressed a desire for a permaneat Coalition military force
stationed in the city.”’

SAREEFOUSAMEFH-The Coalition and the 1IG also seugheto engage Sunnis in the political

process by encouraging participation in the elections. This Was no easy feat, as the elections were
opposed not only by insurgents and Anbaris angry ovét Operation AL FAJR, but also by local Sunni
leaders and incumbent officials at nearly everyglevel. s There were two main reasons for this
opposition from local leaders: 1) fear they would“lose their current standing and influence, and 2)
concerns about insurgent violence.” As @ resulththe individuals who should have supported the
political process (the incumbents) were ipstead trying to depress turnout in the belief that it would
protect their jobs.”

&/ANE)  Individual cities had additionalissues that would keep patticipation in the elections low.
Many FallujahError! Bookmask fiet defined. residents were completely ignorant of which parties
and candidates were running forjoffice, believing that their only option was to pray that the right
people were elected. In Khalidiyah as in much of Anbar, residents regarded basic necessities like
electricity and water 4s more important to them than abstract concepts like elections. There was

2 [ | Military ||\ BEMARINE DIVISION: I0 WEEKLY OPERATIONS SUMMARY, January 8, 2005 | 20050108 |
SANE | ]

241 | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050115 | 20050115 | (S/NE) | |

%[ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050110 | 20050110 | (S/NE) | ]

20 [ |Military | 15T MARINE DIVISION: 10 WEEKLY OPERATIONS SUMMARY, JANUARY 8, 2005 | 20050108

| SANE) [ ]
27 [ | Military | 15T MARINE DIVISION: IO WEEKLY OPERATIONS SUMMARY, JANUARY 29, 2005 |

20050129 | (S/NE) | ]
28 [ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050115 | 20050115 |{(S/NE) | ]
2 Thid.
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Voter Intimidation

S/ Zarqawi's attack on the elections coincided with a major information campaign spearheaded
by his UAEError! Bookmark not defined.-based propaganda chief Abu Maysarah al-Iraqi.
Operating primarily through the internet, Abu Maysarah posted hundreds of online messages
denouncing the elections. To maximize his appeal internationally, he quoted from the writings of the
late JT]Error! Bookmark not defined. spiritual leader Sheikh Abu Anas al-Shami and posted rare
photos of 9/11 ringleader Mohammed Atta.”

(5/ANEF) Zarqawi's threat to kill those who took part in the Iraqi elections, as well ag=his continued
massacres of ordinary Shi’a, led to a trend that would have tragic consequences fagthé people of
Iraq. Frustrated with what they saw as inaction on the part of the Iraqi governmgntpewards Zarqawi
and his attacks on Shi'a, in mid-January 2005 members of the Da’wa Pasty sannd SCIRIEtrror!
Bookmark not defined.'s Badr Brigade paramilitary wing formed the al-Mukhtat Battalion, a death
squad designed to hunt down and kill suspected Salafists, Wahhabisgand Ba'athists.”

(6/ANF) The insurgent push to counter the elections in Anbar Begah on January 27 with a major
spike in attacks throughout the eastern part of the provincef sueh ‘as the Abu Harun Group’s attacks
on polling sites in RamadiEtror! Bookmark not defineda! Ahatsame day, the 1IG implemented a
national curfew until February 1, attempting to empower loeal Iraqi leaders and the security forces
to provide security for elections.*

(SAREEFOUSAMCEED The national curfefv “appears to have blunted a number of planned

insurgent attacks in Anbar. In RamadiError! Bookmark not defined., Mohammed Daham's
followers in the Ramadi Shura Council afidythe Abu Harun Group had planned to send fighters
from Ramadi to BaghdadEtror! Bookmatk net defined. to carry out attacks on polling stations but
were prevented from doing so by theftzaftic ban.” Their objectives were to:

e Attack U.S. forces to greatc'ehaos and mayhem and divert security from polling places
e Attack polling placesiand Shi’a to prevent them from voting
e Not harm Sunais, but intimidate them so that they will not vote

(S/ANT) Plans tof'CagryWout attacks within RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. itself were
organized by, Colonel/Ayad (Abu Omar), a former member of Qusay Hussein's Security Service and
deputy to UmarHadid. He oversaw the murder and intimidation campaign in the city during the
run-up to thelelection. Colonel Ayad, however, was unprepared for the IIG's use of multiple polling

39
40

| Militaty | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050129 | 20050129 | (S/NE) | ]
| Militaty | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050126 | 20050126 |(S/NE) | ]
41| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050127 | 20050127 | {S/NE)-| ]
4 Ibid.

4[| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050126 | 20050126 |«4S/NE) | ]

—_——
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stations, believing that only Government Centers or local high schools would be used. The insurgent
plan also failed to take into account the large number of Coalition and Iraqi National Guard forces
active on the streets during the elections.™

(§7ANF)Other groups conspiring to distupt or prevent the lections included:

e AQIError! Bookmark not defined.
e Nationalistic groups such as Jaysh al-Haqq

e Smaller AQIError! Bookmark not defined. associate groups such as the Umar Hadid
Battalion

(SAREEFOYSA;MEFT) Plans to attack voters in FallujahErrotr! Bookmark net”defined. by local
SARleaders Karim Karkaz and Zaydan Khalaf were similarly called off whentit Became clear that
they would be unable to get VBIEDs within range of the polling sites."

(5/NE) Despite its failure to carry out attacks in Anbar during theselcetion, AQIError! Bookmark
not defined. did successfully attack voters and polling sitesyin bothgMosulError! Bookmark not
defined. and BaghdadError! Bookmark not defined..#Fven with the insurgent failure to carry
out major attacks against polling sites in Anbar, however, the combination of the insurgent murder
and intimidation campaign, a lack of Anbari political supportand Sunni popular antipathy towards
the IIG created an effective boycott in Anbar. Total yoter turnout for the province was 16,588, with
only 2,300 voting in RamadiError! Bookmark nét defined.. The largest single turnout was nearly
5,000 in the majority Shi'a city of Nasser Wa Salaammafid lowest was in Karmah where there was no
voting at all due to widespread fear of retaliation.””

Political Results from the Elections

(U) Unofficial national election zesults for all of Iraq had the Shi’a UIA winning 47.6% of vote, with
the Kurdish Alliance coming”ify, second at 25.4%. Prime Minister Iyad Allawi’s Iraq List, which
would have been the most@aceeptable of the three to Anbaris, only received 13.6%.

(&/NF) In provincialglections, the IIPError! Bookmark not defined. won thirty-four of forty-one
seats in Anbar rughifg 6f1 a platform of freeing Iraq from the Coalition, resisting foreign influence,
building nagional wnity, empathizing with the Iraqi people, and creating a good life for every Iraqj,
based on Islamiépsingiples.” Regarding Governor Gaoud's personality as the source of many of the
problems in Anbar, the IIP pressed for former deputy provincial council chairman Mamoun Sami

# [ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050129 | 20050129 | (S/NE}-| |
# [ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050126 | 20050126 | (S/NE) | |
40| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050130 | 20050130 | S/NE)-| ]
471 | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050130 | 20050130 | (S/NE) | ]
4[| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050219 | 20050219 | (S/NE) | ]
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Rasheed to be the new governor of Anbar. A consummate politician, Mamoun had a good
relationship with the Coalition but appears to have committed electoral “improprieties” in order to
ensure the IIP's political dominance in Anbar.”

(S/REE) Despite the widespread Sunni boycott in Anbar, many Anbari political parties adopted a
"wait and see" approach toward the new national government. Moderating their earlier rhetoric and
minimizing challenges to the election’s legitimacy, many Sunni political leaders announced that they
were willing to accept secular Shi’a control of the government as long as it did not result in an
Iranian-style theocracy.” While this was not likely since none of the prominent Iraqi Shi’a political
parties advocated a Khomeinist system of governance, it was a major concern in Asmbar and other
parts of Iraq. Hence the statements by Sunni political leaders helped to encourage{sémeé Sunnis to
work with the new government.

(SAREETOUSAMERD Sunni politicians Adnan Pachachi and Muhsin Ald al-Hamid expressed
despondency about the Sunni marginalization resulting from the beycaft.?’ Many Iraqi Sunnis who
had previously supported the boycott of the national elections nowytealized that the party would
have little influence in the new government. The IIPError! Bgokmatk not defined.'s threat to
boycott had been intended to postpone the elections or ledd to afgeform in the electoral process.™
Now, however, IIP leaders recognized that they had to Wogk t6gether with other Sunni parties to
preserve their influence over the constitutional ratification ptecess and over the establishment of a

permanent Iraqi government. The table below shows the evolution of governance of Iraq from
2003 to 2006.

(U) Governance Leader Dates Religion
Organization
ORHAEr rror! Jay Garner 4/21/03-5/16/03
Bookmark not
defined.

CPAError! Bookmark |\L.Paul Bremer 5/03-6/04
not defined. / Iragi
Governance Council

(IGC)
Iraqi Intesim, Ayad [lyad] 6/04-4/05 Shi’a
Government Alawi - Prime
Minister
Ibrahim Jaafari - | 4/7/05-4/22/06 Shi’a
Prime Minister
Government of Iraq Nouti (Jawad) 4/22/06 - present Shi’a
(Sovereign) Maliki - Prime
Minister

49 Tbid.

50 [ ] Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050201 | 20050201 | (S/NE) | ]

51| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050215 | 20050215 | (SAREL-MCE]) | |
52 Ibid.
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(U) Figure 1. Governance in Iraq, 2003 to 2006

S5/ One reason for the temporary accommodation by the new Sunni elites lay in their realization
that, far from being a monolith, the Shi'a were just as internally divided as the Sunni. Secular Shi'a
leader Ahmed Chalabi initially sought backing from UIA supporters of Mugqtada al-Sadr, only to be
deserted when Ali Sumasem, his main contact in the Sadr camp, lost favor with Muqtada al-Sadr.”
With Chalabi defeated, the Islamic Da’wa Party (IDP) candidate Ibrahim al-Jaafari was able to win
the support of SCIRIError! Bookmark not defined. from former finance minister Adil Abd al-
Mahdi, ensuring his nomination as the UIA’s candidate for prime minister.>*

(S/REE) The Sunni calculations about their new political situation were thds_eemplicated by a
number of factors. On the one hand, the Sunnis leadership thought th€,new’ Iraqi National
Assembly unlikely to settle important issues, instead drafting a broad and diluted constitution in
order to secure minority support and defer a potential veto.” Thusnogt of ti€ major concerns that
ad sparked the Sunni boycott would be deferred until a new governmentawas clected and installed in
2006, giving Sunni political figures another year to maneuver.”

(/™ On the other hand, when SCIRIError! Bookmark nét'defined. began holding meetings in
BaghdadError! Bookmark not defined. in February to advegate the creation of a federalist system
that promised the southern Shi’a regions of Iraq somie degree of local autonomy, fears of the new
government were rekindled in Anbar. * While SCIRINidvnot command a majority within the UTA,
its success in elections allowed it to wield a dispopertionate amount of influence.”

(&/NE) Efforts to achieve Sunni political participation in Anbar in early 2005 were also deeply
affected by the machinations of AMSErtrer! Bookmark not defined. leaders Harith al-Dhari and
Mohammed Hardan Hashim.” Hafigh @l-Dhari in particular continued to demand Coalition
withdrawal, painting the Iraqi elections#as fraudulent and inflaming tensions by claiming that al-
NajafError! Bookmark notedefined. was rebuilt after the Coalition fought al-Sadr while
FallujahError! Bookmark not defined. continued to stagnate.”

SAREL-TOUSAMEED, To win Anbari support for the new government, the Coalition and IIG
began a "hearts agdyminds" campaign. Governor Gaoud met with Albu Dhiyab, Albu Nimr, and

Albu Issa tribal deadets to discuss the special release of the prominent Albu Dhiyab tribal leader

5[ | Military | BTACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050215 | 20050215 | (/2 | |
5 Thid.

5 [ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050206 | 20050206 | (SN | |
5 Thid.

57 [ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050205 | 20050205 | (S | |
%[ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050208 | 20050208 | (SN | |
[ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050203 | 20050203 | (5248 | |
60 [ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050215 | 20050215 | (/N5 | ]
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Amean, who was the overall AQIError! Bookmark not defined. leader for far western Anbar.”
Ghassan Amean had ties to a Saudi AQAM leader who was alleged to be the nephew of ‘Usama bin
Laden.”

HadithaError! Bookmark not defined. and Vicinity

(S REETOUBSAMEED HadithaError! Bookmark not defined.'s poor security conditions and
the prevalence of Islamist ideology helped the city to largely replace FallujahError! Bookmark not
defined. and RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. as a final waypoint for foreign fighters bound
for BaghdadError! Bookmatk not defined..”” " Near Haditha, AQIEtror! Beekmark not
defined. leader Aqgaba Nafah al-Hayani controlled many of the mosques in Hdglaniyah and
Barwanah, conducting armed patrols in the city whenever Coalition forces werd netyptesent.”” Prior
to Operation RIVER BLITZ (February-March 2005), Aqaba Nafah al-HafanieHamed Dawoud
Azawi, and Abu Taha were the major insurgent leaders in Haditha.”

Al-Q2’im and HusaybahError! Bookmark not defined.

SAREETOUBSAMEFD Quwwat Allah al-Tharib, a succesSofigréupsto the earlier Al Theeb, served
as the major insurgent group in HusaybahErrot! Bookmark™fietvdefined.. Motivated as much by
anger and criminality as by religion, the group was led by Bassim Mohammad Fayad and Ra'ad Salah
Mutar. Mutar in particular was an infamous figure in Husaybah. He was reputed to have kidnapped
as many as 50 Iraqis for working for the policegthe, national guard, or the Coalition during the

previous year. The group was supported by Wealthy/Iraqis living in SyriaEtror! Bookmark not
defined. and LebanonError! Bookmatk ot defined..”

SAREETOMEFD) With the aid of Quwwat Allah al-Thatib, HusaybahEtror! Bookmark not
defined. insurgents facilitated the entry/of foreign fighters into Iraq, with Husaybah serving as a last
stop for foreign fighters bound for MesulError! Bookmark not defined., Bayji, RamadiError!
Bookmark not defined. and BaghdadError! Bookmark not defined..”

HitError! Bookmark not‘defined.

8 [ | Military |[VLACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050301 | 20050301 | (SASD | |

| Military | IMPACTS ON THE LOCAL INSURGENCY FOLLOWING THE DETAINMENT OF GHASSAN
AMEAN -- AO DENVER SIGNIFICANT REPORTING |[{$/NE) | |

07 | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050218 | 20050218 | (S/AREEMEFT | |

7 [ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050301 | 20050301 | (/A9 | |
7 [ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050201 | 20050201 | (/%8 | |
7 [ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050301 | 20050301 | (/AN | |
7 | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050204 | 20050204 | (SASD) | |
75 [ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050218 | 20050218 | (S/REEMEFD | |
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making them work with local insurgent leaders to counter any attacks by the Coalition.'” The chief
bomb maker in the city was Emad Diechi, an Iraqi national who had trained with al Qa’ida in
AfghanistanError! Bookmark not defined. but had been ordered by bin LLaden to return to Iraq to
join the insurgency at some point after May 2003."”

Operations RIVER BLITZ (February 2005) and RIVER BRIDGE (March 2005)

(S/REE-TOMEFL) To mask the relief-in-place of I MEF by II MEF, the Coalition launched two
consecutive operations, RIVER BLITZ and RIVER BRIDGE. Preceded by raids in RawahError!
Bookmark not defined., Karmah, Nasser Wa Salaam, and Shahabi at bothsends of the
HusaybahError! Bookmark not defined.-BaghdadError! Bookmark not defined. corridor,
RIVER BLITZ was designed to disrupt insurgent groups during the changeovet!' -wCdalition forces
launched twelve raids in the first eight days of the operation, capturing 117 détainges including mid-
level AQIError! Bookmark not defined. leaders Hamed Dawoud Azawi (AKA Saud Mohammed
Jassim), Raad Daham Noseyef, Abu Othman, and Abu Harun Group l€ades Mohammed Nassir Ali

al-Faraj.'”

(S/REETO-MEFY RIVER BLITZ forced fighters into flightithfoughout the region and disrupted
insurgent networks. Thus, RamadiError! Bookmark not,défiied. Shura Council members were
forced to flee towards Akashat and the southern end of Lak&Thar Thar,'” (where they were joined
by insurgents from HitError! Bookmark not defined.);'"” MML and Daham both fled to
SyriaError! Bookmark not defined.,"” Ansar al-Séfifia felocated from Ramadi to Hit'” - along with
many other fighters from Ramadi.'” Othet leaders dispersed to remote areas of Anbar,
BaghdadError! Bookmark not defineds, DiyalaError! Bookmark not defined., Nineveh, and
elsewhere throughout Iraq.'"!

(SAREETOMEFT Immediately after RIVER BLITZ the Coalition launched RIVER BRIDGE to
specifically target key leaders andj faeilitators. The operation established an aggressive military
presence from Iskandariyah igethéwsouth to HadithaError! Bookmark not defined. in the north.
Insurgent facilitators Abu Husayn, Abu Umar, and Abu Muhammed were all captured, as were al-
Asa’ab al-Iraq leadership¥in H#saybahError! Bookmark not defined. (including founder Abdel
Mekhlif Abdel Hadi), @ndythe AQIError! Bookmark not defined. leadership in Haditha, causing

| Military | TAGTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050303 | 20050303 | (S/NF | |

bid. The repétting décs not specify the nature of bin Laden’s order.
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109 Tbid. Mohammed Messenger of God Forces is a SAR insurgent group made up former military and 1ISError!
Bookmark not defined. personnel that was part of the FallujahError! Bookmark not defined. Mujahideen Shura.
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widespread disruption to insurgent networks and forcing them to revise or cancel planned attacks.
Local insurgents in HitEtror! Bookmark not defined. and Haditha were told to remain
underground or flee west towards Husaybah and al-Qa’im. Those fighters who had taken refuge
around Lake Thar Thar were forced to flee southeast.'”

(5/ANF) To escape being targeted by RIVER BRIDGE, insurgent leaders who had previously been
hiding in the remote areas of Anbar fled to DiyalaError! Bookmark not defined., Salahaddin, and
Nineveh to seek refuge with allied tribes. Among them was Sheikh Abdullah Janabi, who appointed
Sheikh Kassim al-Abaidy as his temporary successor while he left the province. While many
insurgent leaders were divided as to whether or not to regroup in Ramana (near Ad=Qa’im), none
intended to give up the fight against the Coalition.'"”

Consequences of RIVER BLITZ and RIVER BRIDGE
Positive Achievements of the Operations

(SAREE"TOMCFT) The purpose of the two operations was nefer’to hold territory, only to keep
insurgent groups occupied until II MEF was firmly in place.¥The,actual results of the operations
were ambiguous. On the one hand certain areas were cleared &fafighters and their leadership, local
supporters of the Iraqi government were reassured, and agtacks were disrupted, improving the
security environment. In towns as remote as RutbahError! Bookmark not defined., for instance,
200 police agreed to return to work, keeping the gity'safe and responding to resident reports about
insurgent activity as long as they continued to feéeiye Goalition support.''*

(/NFy The most notable improvempeng was in HitError! Bookmark not defined. and
HadithaError! Bookmark not defined.\whefe residents became far more pro-Iraqi government
and pro-MNF after the operations.' I Thisymay have been because the situation in the two cities had
deteriorated so severely due to_intermittent troop presence before RIVER BLITZ and RIVER
BRIDGE. Insurgents had caforced) on both cities all the trappings of an Islamist totalitarian
theocracy: secret police, shdii’a Gourts, hadd punishments, intense propaganda, concentrations of
foreign fighters, and an oppressive murder and intimidation campaign to deter local resistance.'"

& Coalition aandNoeal governments took other steps to create greater stability and security
throughout the “provincés The Shi’a Public Order Brigade in FallujahError! Bookmark not
defined., acctised By the largely Sunni population of heavy-handed tactics and disrespect for local

12 | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050315 | 20050315 | (SANF | ]
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e recruitment efforts

e “winning hearts and minds”

e anti-Coalition propaganda

e published speeches and statements by insurgent leaders like Zarqawi

e claims of responsibility for attacks to include releasing videos of the attacks
e cxplainations of the goals and strategies of the groups

(SAREETOUBSAMEED During RIVER BRIDGE and RIVER BLITZ, some media capabilities
were disrupted. For instance, insurgents were unable to mount an effective propaganda gesponse to
the operations because they lacked the money to hire reporters.'

(SAREEFO-MEFD Recruitment was a top priority of both SARs and SRES, since both had lost
hundreds of fighters during the operations. The focus of these efforts yaried,"However. SAR groups
worked to persuade poor, uneducated Iraqis to join their supposedifight for Sunni survival, while
SREs argued that the failure of the insurgency would mean the destfuction of Islam in Iraq.” With
roughly 50% unemployed and about 20% of them young méfythefe were roughly 200,000 potential
recruits in Anbar Province. This gave the insurgents 4 Jargespool from which insurgents could
replenish their depleted ranks.

(SAREEFO-MEED- An important source of frugtragion for Anbaris were power outages, which
provided another issue that insurgents both ¢xaceérbated and exploite:d.ls6 The rehabilitation of the
Iraqi electrical sector proceeded at a slow, pace due to fuel, financing, maintenance and, especially,
security issues. Common sense solutionsSuch as making better use of available fuel resources or
making it a priority to repair pipelines that fedh power stations, were not implemented because of a
lack of coordination between the hinistri€s of Electricity and Oil and Iraqgi security forces.'’
Insurgents realized the importance‘thag.Anbaris placed on this issue and made targeting power lines
and pipelines a priority.

(SAREETOUSA;MEFD Thesether focus of insurgent 10 was inciting anti-Coalition sentiment. A
debate at the time withifisbogh provincial and national governing bodies over whether the weekend
should consist of Thutsday-Friday (as it had under the former regime) or Friday-Saturday (as in most
of the Middle Eagt) ptovided a perfect opportunity for insurgent media exploitation.”” For SREs the
final decisi@fingo_make Saturday (the Jewish Sabbath) part of the weekend was “proof” that the

154 [ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050303 | 20050303 | (SANFY | |
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central government wanted to “Judaize” Islam in Iraq. After the decision was made, insurgents used
intimidation to prevent Anbaris from attending work or school on Thursdays."”’

Smaller City Stories (March 2005)

(/) The dispersion of insurgents meant that a number of small towns and villages throughout
Anbar became more significant for the maturation of the insurgency. Once by-passed by insurgents
as well as Coalition forces, these villages became hot-beds of insurgent influence, activity and
growth.

Ramana

(S/REETOYUSA;MEFT HusaybahError! Bookmark not defined. and @theratdwns around al-
Qa2’im had always been the transit points for foreign fighters intending to' mowe further north or
eastward.'” The displacement of large numbers of insurgents westward gave the area an added
significance. Because Husaybah was under the control of local insur@ents/criminal groups (such as
al-Theeb), Zarqawi decided to make Ramana his primary transit poiat for fighters going to Tall Afar
and MosulErrot! Bookmark not defined., reportedly heusing lazge numbers of fighters in the
cities and meeting with Ghassan Amean at al-Qa’im and Ramafia™e coordinate his operations in the

161
area.

(SAREE-TOUSA;MEFT, The result was anyupstitge in violence in this once placid village. To
intimidate locals into compliance, on March¢1h AQIEtror! Bookmark not defined. leaders

Hussein Shehab Hammed and Ra'ad Salah Mutar murdered nineteen individuals in Ramana
suspected of being Coalition supporters orpact of the Iraqi National Guard.'*

Dulab and Albu Hayat

(SAREETOUSA;MEFD- Eollowing their flight from the HitEtror! Bookmark not defined.-
HadithaError! Bookmark, not defined. corridor during RIVER BLITZ, insurgents regrouped in
more isolated towns like Pulab*6r Albu Hayat. They stole weapons and ammunitions from former
regime weapons cachés andbused the area as a staging area for attacks on Al Asad Airbase in an
effort to regain influchce’in the region.'” Rural towns like Dulab were vulnerable to insurgents
efforts to influéace and%recruit as well as murder and intimidate the population. AQIEtrror!
Bookmark'notdefined. fighters in Haditha relocated to the Albu Hayat area, taking vehicles from
there and sending them to RawahError! Bookmark not defined. or Bayji to be transformed into

159 1| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050313 | 20050313 | (SANF) | |
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161 Tbid. The number of fighters in the city was reportedly in excess of 1,200-1,500.
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(§7ANF)-On the national political level the Shi’a UTA pursued a policy of rejecting former Ba’athists
like Mish’an al-Jaburi and Adnan al-Janabi in favor of Sunnis like Industry Minister Hajim al-
Hassani, an ally of Ayad Allawi."® The Iraqi National Assembly overwhelmingly elected al-Hassani
to serve as its new speaker. UIA leader Husayn Shahristani and Kurdish lawyer Arif Taylor were
elected to serve as deputy speakers with 157 and 96 votes respectively.'™ With al-Hassani as speaker,
the UIA was forced to moderate its plan to de-Ba’athify the National Assembly but instead
implemented its policies at a ministerial level, preventing Sunni inclusion into the leadership of the

. . . . 183
Defense and Interior ministries.

(5/ANF)- At the same time, the election of Jalal Talabani as president, Ghazi al¥awar as vice
president, and Hajim al-Hassani as speaker demonstrated to some Sunnis that the Shi'afand Kurds
wanted to give the Sunnis a voice in the new Iraqi government.'™ The later de€ision 6 give Sunnis
control of six ministries, including the Ministry of Defense, served to ecasé§some Sunni fears of
marginalization.'

(€) The long delay in the formation of Iraq’s new government, andifuthic creation of a drafting
committee to write the new constitution, left only four monthg’ to’créate this seminal document.
This time constraint severely hampered the Transitional¢Nationial#/Assembly’s ability to forge a
constitution acceptable to all of Iraq’s major political groups:*=E€ontentious issues that had to be
addressed included the role of Islam as “a” source_ ratheg than “the” source of legislation; a
delineation of Iraqi federalism; the role of women in4taqi society and their rights; the limits of de-
Ba’athification; the status of KirkukError! Bookiarknot defined.; minority group rights; the

allocation of income from hydrocarbons; and thé status of Coalition forces."’
“Negotiations” with the Insurgency (Match — April 2005)

(&/ANE)X-The creation of a federal govetsiment, however delayed, was a hopeful sign for the future of
Iraq. Another positive development was the decision by some parts of the insurgency to seck a
political settlement. As notedgthc™oss of FallujahError! Bookmark not defined. as an insurgent
sanctuary in Operation AL HAJR Jalong with the Shi’a electoral victories in the Iraqi elections and the
combined operations of RIVER BLITZ and RIVER BRIDGE, left many insurgent groups with
constrained resourcesf deéercased political leverage, and less relevant propaganda. This left many
Sunnis in search jof mcans of political expression. In Anbar, the two most influential Sunni
organizations wete the MPError! Bookmark not defined. and AMSError! Bookmark not
defined., witheblP favoring political engagement and AMS opposing it. However, fear of political
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| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050405 | 20050405 | (S/NF) | ]
| Militaty | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050406 | 20050406 | (SANFY | |
| Militaty | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050410 | 20050410 | AN | |
| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050508 | 20050508 | (S/ANFY | |
| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050331 | 20050331 | (S/ANFY | |
bid.

6/13/07
Derived from: MCIA, Multiple Study of the Insurgency in Anbar Province, Iraq
Sources SEEREFTAVOFORN—

Declassification on: 2028

Page 32 of 122 Pages












Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
Declassified on: 201506

SECRET/NOEORN

Study of the Insurgency in Anbar Province, Iraq
6/13/07

security situation brought about by the three major operations in combination with the January
elections. Towns such as HitErrot! Bookmark not defined., HadithaError! Bookmark not
defined. and RutbahError! Bookmark not defined., all major centers of insurgent activity, became
much quieter and more secure while the operations were on-going. The political engagement of
Sunni insurgents and tribal leaders, prompted by fears of Shi’a domination and by the example of
FallujahError! Bookmark not defined. II, also held promise for a better future.

Attack Data (January — April 2005)

(U) The following charts illustrate the numbers and types of insurgent attacks agaimst Coalition
forces in Anbar Province that occurred in the first trimester (January to April 2005).#The first two
(large — /2 page) charts provide an overview of attacks from 2003 to 2007 in thefthtee AOs of Anbar
(in two different graphic presentations). The four months are highlighted an@allew comparison to
the entire period. The following eight charts (small format) break down thé overall data into the
specific types of attacks (Direct Fire, Indirect Fire, IED, and Compléx AtacksError! Bookmark
not defined.) arrayed over the 2003-2007 timeframe and also expanded‘tess week-by-week graphic.
Note that the Complex Attacks data was not available until the lagt texy Weeks of this period, and the
graphs are truncated accordingly.

(S) Early 2005 was highlighted by a dramatic spike in_ attacks during the week of 27 January — 2
February, across all three AOs but focused on Inditect Fire and IED attacks. This spike was
concurrent with the national elections and consistefitedy of many attacks on polling places. On
average, however, the attack levels in early 2008 were Jower than previous two periods and did not
show any obvious trends. Activity was relatively balanced between the three AOs, as no single AO
dominated for any of the attack types or ovetall, though AO Denver was slightly less active.
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group in its bid to eclipse the RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. Shura Council in the
insurgent leadership. The more nationalistic SARs continued to have recruiting and retention
problems, now exacerbated by a widespread perception, shared by foreign fighters, that the decision
to negotiate with the Coalition indicated SAR groups were losing the battle and no longer possessed
the necessary money, power, and resolve to continue the fight. Popular Iraqi shows like Confessions
and Terrorists only served to further undermine their efforts, since they seemed to demonstrate that
these insurgents were mostly inspired by money or other base motives.”

(S/NE) AQIError! Bookmark not defined., by contrast, had ample external financing, good
logistics and an ability to attract foreign fighters and appeared willing to take greater risks and
expend its resources to conduct larger and larger attacks.”” To help AQI regainsth@ initiative,
AQAM had also directed additional resources (primarily money and foreigh fighters) to Iraq,
enabling the group to defy previous estimates of its operational cycle amd, sugge capability. In
addition, for AQI and its SRE allies, April 2005 was viewed as a "now or never' fmoment to prevent
Sunni political participation and the creation of Sunni Iraqi securityfor€ess In such an environment,
many rank-and-file SAR insurgents deserted to more radical groups Hkc"A@I or AS, even while the
leadership of groups like the RamadiErrot! Bookmark not defined, Shura Council continued to
believe that they could seize power in Anbar through a_gombinatien of intimidation, infiltration,
negotiation, and political participation.228

S/RELUSA, CAN, GBR,AUS AND NZL) As partiof this offensive, AQIError! Bookmark not

defined. sent a large number of fighters into JHadithaEtror! Bookmark not defined. to mount a
stepped-up intimidation and coercion campaigh ‘that/culminated in the assassination of Haditha
police chief, Colonel Hassan.””” Interior Ministry employee Captain Ziyad was also assassinated and
all radio and television broadcasts were gefisored.”” Nineteen fishermen were subsequently killed
north of the Haditha Dam as suspected collaborators.”' AQI also targeted the workers necessary for
moving critical reconstruction supplies,gthreatened government workers, and kidnapped, then
murdered, several Iraqis working atyAIASad. This strategy was not without consequences, however,
as at least one tribe in Haditha.expressed a desire to take up arms and exact zha’r against AQL*?

(S/NE) AQIError! Bookmarkot defined. logistician Jamal Khaiti (Abu Umat), who oversaw the
group’s operations in the HitError! Bookmark not defined.-Annah corridor for Zarqawi, was able
to reestablish AQLprcsence in Hit with the assistance of Ansar al-Sunna.”” Abu Umar was aided by

26 [ | Military |\BACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050421 | 20050421 | (S/NE) | |
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still suffering from setbacks in material and was attempting to reunify its decentralized command
structure before any decision could be made.”"’

Anbari Reactions to Zarqawi’s Blitz (April 2005)

(S/REL) Anbari perceptions of security varied dramatically throughout the province during the
course of Zarqawi's offensive. The intermittent Coalition presence in towns like HitError!
Bookmark not defined. and HadithaError! Bookmark not defined. led to some communities
being trapped in a vicious cycle of insurgent domination through murder and intimidation, the
Coalition asserting presence, and insurgents reentering the community to reassert influence
following Coalition departure. In extreme cases, insurgent domination meant\the fseizure of
government buildings, the creation of shari'a courts, and the implementation of Jadd punishments.
Parties sympathetic to the Coalition were put at risk, purges were conducted’®By thedinsurgency, and
fewer residents were willing to cooperate with the Coalition during its next operation in the area. As
a result, Coalition departure bred resentment and the mood in many ffommunities worsened with
each cycle.”*

(S/NE) The RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. Shitiray Céuacil tried to help the security
situation by declaring a cease-fire from April 15 to Aprily] 7" batrthis move failed to produce any
significant lessening in the number of attacks between HabbaniyahError! Bookmark not defined.
and Ramadi. This was due to a number of factors, ineluding pressure from AQIError! Bookmark
not defined., but more importantly because the groupswrepresented in the Ramadi Shura Council
had always been a volatile coalition, as can befscen from its earlier feuding in February 2005. In
some cases, the only thing that united member groups was their shared opposition to the Coalition.
As a result, when MML and Daham attempted to develop political options as part of the emerging
Sunni elite they found themselves becoming targets of their former allies.””

S/REL-TO USA, MCEI) In RamadiErfor! Bookmark not defined.’s Tamim district, one of the
centers of violence in the cityuthc*failure of the ceasefire led to a worsening perception of security,
which dissuaded the population from supporting the Coalition. This allowed insurgents loyal to
Nazir Abu Musab and the 1920 Revolution Brigades, based in the Haji Dahar Mosque, to gain
influence.”™ Even sof Ramadi residents were just as unhappy with the insurgents, leading to an
incident in whichsesidents took up arms against insurgents who had been planning an ambush
against Coalition*forces.

MCIA Insert map of these points
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(S/REL-TO USA, MCED The detention of Daham led to a splintering of the RamadiError!
Bookmark not defined. Shura Council, with additional leaders fleeing to BaghdadError!
Bookmark not defined.. LLeadership and membership in insurgent cells became fluid, with low-
level cells holding no clear allegiance except being willing to fight for whoever was willing to pay.””
Even so, Daham’s followers continued to conduct retaliatory attacks in Ramadi.””’

(S/NE) AMSError! Bookmark not defined. sought to head off the potential for chaos among the
RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. fighters by uniting all the insurgent groups in the city into a
single organization. This particular project was the provenance of Harith al-Dhari, who was under
pressure within AMS because of his failure to secure Sunni power in the last electiopsifowards that
end, AQIEtror! Bookmark not defined. agreed to share funds and weapons with the Nu'man
Brigade and other member groups of the Ramadi Shura Council.*”*

Snapshot of the Insurgency

(U) By the end of May 2005, the insurgency had recovered from cagliessCoalition operations and
was now firmly embedded in certain areas of Anbar. Al-Qa’im gvas’the new capital of AQIError!
Bookmark not defined., and parts of the Jazira as well as a"segtion,of territory around Zaidon were
hotbeds of insurgent activity. The example of al-Qa’imYand“fiearby villages showed the sort of
society that AQI hoped to create in Iraq: ruled by a strict vesion of shari’a and enforced by groups
of “volunteers” who meted out medieval punishmentstor the least violation of these codes.

(U) The dispersion of insurgents after AT2FAJR jand later Coalition operations had pushed
AQIError! Bookmark not defined., ASyand other groups into smaller towns and villages of the
province. Localities like Akashat, Ga’aaray, Ramana, Saglawiyah and Amariyah now became
important staging grounds for attacks, Iasurgent groups—FRE, SRE, and SAR—also turned to
criminal activities, since their regular(fipancial networks were disrupted. At the same time, AQI and
other groups had quickly reconstitutedwanid were capable of sophisticated and complex attacks, like
the one mounted against Abu &Ghraib,

(U) There were, at the Same™time, several positive changes brought about by AL FAJR and the
January elections. The sctious split between SARs and SREs—and between MML and AQIEtror!
Bookmark not defined./in particular—was creating a space for insurgents to find a peaceful way
out of the fightifig. ThisWpolitical engagement was at an early stage in May 2005, but held great
promise. A, félated¥problem for AQI was the decision by MML to encourage attacks on foreign
fighters by nafive Iraqi tribesmen. Sheikh Sabah’s tribal force created a serious threat to Zarqawi,
one that he felt compelled to answer with more violence.

22| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050529 | 20050529 | (S/NE) | ]
293 [ | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050702 | 20050702 | {S/NE) | ]
294 Ibid.
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(U) Finally, the example of FallujahErrot! Bookmark not defined. after ALL FAJR showed that,
once free of overwhelming insurgent influence, ordinary Anbaris were relatively resistant to the
appeal of the insurgency, and willing to find ways to work within the system to improve their lives.

(U) Summary:

(S/NE) Early 2005 was a key period for AQI's efforts to reorganize its Anbar networks following
Operation AL FAJR, setting the group up to become the preeminent insurgent force in Anbar the
following year. Despite aggressive Coalition operations intended to defeat or degrade the insurgency,
the decline of FRE insurgent groups inadvertently served to fuel the rise of AQI asymany FREs
continued to join or ally with AMZ in order to continue their fight against the Coalifiofi. Coalition
operations in major cities forced local insurgent cells to operate in a more (Claadcstine manner,
leading to a rise in criminality, murder, and intimidation as insurgents soughg, touraise money and
retain influence over the general population.

June to August
Introduction

(U) If the first half of 2005 was dominated by the aftermath of AL FA4]R and the Jannary elections, the second half
of the year was defined by two entirely different processes. TheCoalition carried out a series of operations designed to
accomplish two tasks. First, it disrupted insurgent actiyities’providesthe stability necessary for the political development
of Iraq. Second, it secured the western borders by clearing territory occupied by AQIError! Bookmark not
defined. and affiliated groups. Meanwhile, the summrey, of 2005 saw the continnation and deepening of tribal
warfare, much of it aimed at AQIL. This developmens culminated in a blood feud between AQI and menmbers of the
Albn Mahal tribe’s Hamza Battalion. The battalion was decimated by AQI.

(U) 2005 ended on an uncertain note. Op Hhesone hand, there was significant progress in the political development of
Iraq, including the October constitutionaly referendum and the December national elections.  Yet the insurgency

remained strong and was evolying intoda more professional and integrated movement, dominated as never before by
AQIError! Bookmark not defined. and its affiliated groups.

Operation NEW,MARKET (SUK JADID) (May 25-29, 2005)

(U) To end'inSusgent intimidation in HadithaError! Bookmark not defined. and maintain pressure
on fighters dispersed by MATADOR, the Coalition carried out Operation NEW MARKET
(Arabic: Suk Jadid). A total of 1,000 personnel from RCT-2 and the Iraqi security forces took part in
the operation. They first established checkpoints around the city to interdict insurgents fleeing the
area. Then, Marines and Iraqi security forces searched targeted areas, buildings, and businesses in an
effort to locate insurgents, weapons, and ammunition caches. They detained dozens of suspected
insurgents while seizing numerous weapons caches.
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(S/NE) The insurgent reaction to NEW MARKET showed both the resilience of AQIEtror!
Bookmark not defined. and their growing problem with tribal warfare. Sheikh Rafa al-Rawi, who
had taken command of AQI in western Anbar after Ghassan Amean’s capture, attempted to
coordinate an insurgent response to the Coalition offensive.”” At the same time members of Jaysh
Mohammed in HitError! Bookmark not defined., supported by the Albu Nimr, turned their guns
on AQI, Ansar al-Sunna, and AQI ally al-Asa’ab al-Ahwal to avenge the killing of a Jaysh
Mohammed fighter by AQL** This fighting soon spread north to Husayniyah, where AQI attacked
a suspected Jaysh Mohammed facility north of the town with car bombs.””” The Mahalawi, seizing
the opportunity, attacked an AQI-occupied police station in Ramana, ending the informal truce that
had existed between the two since the death of Governor Farhan. This action ledste a series of
kidnappings by both sides.”® More than thirty-two bodies of AQI and Hamza Bagfalion fighters
from Akashat, RawahError! Bookmark not defined., ‘Ubaydi, and al-Qaim (were discovered by
Coalition forces in the al-Thalaja Desert.”” There are some indications théit,thesé developments
alarmed the al Qaida senior leadership (AQSL). Abd al-Hadi al-Iraqi_(Naghwan Abdul Razzaq)
instructed the Ansar al-Sunna insurgent group facilitator Haji Said in IzanError! Bookmark not
defined.’s Kermanshah province, to make arrangements for him to chgeraeaq™”

Abd al-Hadi al-Iraqi

S/RELTO USA AUS CAN-AND GBR) The story_of Abd al-Hadi’s entry into Iraq illustrates

several important lessons about AQIError! Bookmark not defined. and the insurgency in general.
Abd al-Hadi requested transfer to Iraq twice. gZatgawi had denied both requests on security
grounds. AQSL pushed Abd al-Hadi to get into ‘the country despite Zarqawi’s objections because
they felt Zarqawi’s strategy and supporting tactics, were hurting AQI. However, to even get into
Iraq, Abd al-Hadi had to overcome the pufeaucratic infighting between Ansar al-Sunna and AQIL
Each group believed it should be in_charge of all elements of AQ operating in Iraq. Due to
infighting between the groups, it to@kgsalmost seven months for al-Hadi to actually arrive in Iraq.
This infighting prevented coordinated aetions against the Coalition by Ansar al-Sunna and AQL

After-effects of Operation NEW MARKET (May-June 2005)

(S) If the renewed fighitingyimdlate 2004-carly 2005 between AQIError! Bookmark not defined. and
both JM and the Ham?za Battalion was the reason for Abd al-Hadi’s entry into Iraq, AQSL was right
to be concernedi,The fcud between the AQI and the Hamza Battalion had led to the de facto
partition of\HusaybahError! Bookmark not defined. between the two groups, with AQI holding
Karabilah andfthe area east of the Husaybah hospital and the Hamza Battalion holding everything to

25 1| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 050602 | 20050602 | (S/NF) | ]
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Muslim al-Jumayli, the spiritual leader of the Fallujah insurgents, who fled to SyriaError! Bookmark
not defined. during Operation AL FAJR.””

S/RELTO USA AUS AND GBR) Fatwas Calling for Support for the Coalition: Not all Sunni

clerics supported the insurgents. The Awgafissued fatwas calling for increased cooperation between
locals and the Coalition, an end to violence, and increased Sunni participation in the Iraqi security
forces and the political process.” These calls were taken up in FallujahError! Bookmark not
defined. by Sadun al-Halbusi of the al-Khulafa Rashid Mosque and Fawzi Namiq Mustafa of the
Hamud al-Mahmud Mosque.” Fallujah residents generally agreed with these sentiments, influenced
in part by local anti-insurgent broadcasts that blamed the insurgency for an IEDErger Bookmark
not defined. attack that resulted in the death of a young girl.” Many former mujahidifl had given
up the fight and were returning to the city to take up normal jobs despite effosts, by AQIError!
Bookmark not defined. and others to incite them to return to jihad.”Hyeas0, government
activities and improved civil administration in the city went largely ‘udrecognized by many
residents.” In fact, the mostly Shi’a Public Order Brigade justifiedythefresidefits continued distrust.
After a June 17 VBIED attack on a local marketplace, members of the Beigade looted merchandise,
leading to a substantial decline in public support for the police.””

RamadiError! Bookmark not defined.

(S/NE) The insurgent dynamics in RamadiEtror! Beokmark not defined. changed significantly
following the capture of Daham in May 2005, WML Sought to rekindle his earlier alliance with
Zarqawi in order to exact retribution against the?Cealition for the capture of his lieutenant.” To do
this, he opened a dialogue with AQIErrer! Bookmark not defined. at the behest of Harith al-
Dhari, to discuss the unification of AQI ferées with those of his own Ramadi Shura Council.” This
led to a temporary alliance between the twe, and Latif facilitated the entry of as many as 183 foreign
fighters under Ismael Hamad into Ram@adi, using the ratlines around the inactive railroad south of
the city to smuggle in fighters, weapefis and explosives.” In addition, river routes were also
reestablished to get around Coaliti®nlentry points into the city.””’

327 H
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as leader of the Green Battalion by Ahmed Migbas (Haji Waleed), who had his own ties to 1ISError!
Bookmark not defined. and other FRE groups.™

(S/REL) The story behind the capture of Turgi points up the continuing intertwining between tribal
issues and the insurgency. Turgi was kidnapped by local Jumayli tribesmen, who had hoped to use
him as leverage to secure the release of one of their own tribesmen who was being held by the
Green Battalion. The Jumaylis subsequently turned Turgi, who was also a member of a rival tribe
(the Halbusi), over to the Coalition.” In retaliation for their role in Turgi's capture, Halbusis in the
Green Battalion kidnapped the Jumayli tribal leader's son Arkan Mushhan Abbas al-Jumayli.”” They
would subsequently kill Arkan and then his uncle (Talib Abbas al-Jumayli) forcing the,head of the
Jumaylis (Mehsin Abbas al-Jumayli) into exile in SyriaError! Bookmark not defined(. This would
leave the Jumaylis without a sheikh, a fact which would be a significant factes in later tribal
developments in Anbar.”

Zaidon

S/NE) In Zaidon, AQIError! Bookmark not defined. fighgers’wete under the command of
Zarqawi's cousin and AQI BaghdadEtror! Bookmark nét defined. amir Abu Harith. He had
masterminded the February 28, 2005 bombing in Hillah thatdhadskilled 166 Iraqi police recruits and
injured 146.”" Together with Zaidon-based Essa Handi Abood, Abu Harith met with AQI leaders in
RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. and distributéd funds and instructions to cells in the region.
He also supervised the kidnapping of Jeffery Alse, Wloywas held captive by Essa in Zaidon.”

QS#REL—TQ—USAHA-US—AN-D—G-BR;—Recogmzmg the threat posed by local smugglers and Salafists
tied to AQIError! Bookmark not definegd.\in Zaidon, the Coalition carried out Operation VITAL
GROUND, causing some insurgents to flee towards BaghdadEtrot! Bookmark not defined. and
Abu Ghraib to regroup.359 Others remained in the town, holed up in areas such as mosques, which

they believed would not be targetediby e Coalition.*”

Ubaydi
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(S/REL-TOUSA, MCEL) AQIEfrror! Bookmark not defined.'s intimidation of the population in
‘Ubaydi enabled the group some freedom of movement across the Euphrates River.”® The major
insurgent facilitator in the city was local pharmacist Salah Barakat Asideen, who joined AQI after his
son was shot and killed by Coalition forces on May 16. He used his pharmacy as a front for the
insurgency. Adnan Abdul Kareem, the imam of the Mustafa Mosque, led a group of local Salafists
allied with AQI in the city.””

Snapshot of the insurgency

(S/NE) The series of operations carried out in early summer 2005 only briefly distupted insurgent
activities, forcing fighters and their leadership to hide or disperse once again to smalletf towns and
villages throughout Anbar. Certain towns were, however, relatively untofiched by Coalition
operations and these cities (including the al-Qaim area, the HadithaError! Be6kmark not defined.-
HitError! Bookmark not defined. corridor, and RutbahError! Bookmatk not defined.) would
later permit the evolution of the insurgency into a more formalizedfstrugtture with some of the
characteristics of a state.

(S/NE) AQIEtror! Bookmark not defined., meanwhileg€omitinaed/to attract fighters from other
insurgent groups, but also faced serious resistance from cegtain™tibes. These problems, in particular
with the Albu Issa and the Albu Mahal tribes, would soon come to a head as open conflict with the
Mahalawi and a murder and intimidation campaign agatnst the Albu Issa.

Attack Data (May — August 2005)

(U) The following charts illustrate the pambers and types of insurgent attacks against Coalition
forces in Anbar Province that occurred,inithe/middle trimester (May to August 2005). The first two
(large — /2 page) charts provide an oveyiew of attacks from 2003 to 2007 in the three AOs of Anbar
(in two different graphic presentatignsy=The four months are highlighted and allow comparison to
the entire period. The following €ight charts (small format) break down the overall data into the
specific types of attacks (Ditect Fire, Indirect Fire, IED, and Complex AttacksError! Bookmark
not defined.) arrayed ovég,the'2003-2007 timeframe and also expanded to a week-by-week graphic.

(S) The average number. ot enemy attacks during this period was slightly higher than the previous
period, and genctally increased slightly during the four months. In particular, the number of Direct
Fire and IED 9acidefits showed a definite increase during the four months. The majority of activity
in the periodiras concentrated in AO Topeka. The Indirect Fire and Complex Attacks data showed
no strong trends. There were no particular weeks during the period that varied significantly from the
overall trends and averages.
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was not the only prominent Sunni cleric to take exception to Zarqawi's tactics; the prominent
Egyptian cleric Tantawi and the Saudi cleric al-Awji also denounced him.””

(S/REL) Zarqawi’s Competing Objectives: It would be a mistake, however, to see AQIError!
Bookmark not defined. as deeply damaged by the on-going Coalition operations, tribal infighting
or international challenges. Yet Zarqawi may have felt that his reputation as a mujahidin had been
damaged because he began to shift his publicized operations from western Anbar to RamadiErroz!
Bookmark not defined. to reassert his presence in the provincial capital. Combined with increased
threats and attacks against the province's Sunni leadership (particularly the FallujahError!
Bookmark not defined. mukbtars and the Karmah city council), Zarqawi sought tospgevent Sunni
leaders from distancing themselves from his jihad and to keep them from any fufther political
participation.”

Political Negotiations Resume

S/NE) In one important way Zarqawi was correct: his perceived aweéaknesses were pushing
RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. tribal and religious leadefs loyalo MML to discuss security
and political issues in the city with the Coalition and the Jfadi gdvernment.””> MML also seems to
have realized that his anger over the arrest of Daham wasycotfiterproductive and that it was in his
best interest to negotiate. These negotiations led to the creation of the Independent Popular Front
for Anbar, an apolitical Sunni group designed to educate locals about the political process and
prepare them for the upcoming elections.” Unfofftihately, a June 16 planned meeting for political
and religious leaders from throughout the previngce at the Saddam Mosque was prevented by a
group of SREs. These same SREs had previously stopped Iraqi security forces from recruiting at
the same mosque.”™

(S/NE) MML’S Strategy to Enter the Elections: MML's strategy was to negotiate a ceasefire in
RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. that would allow him to run in the December 2005
elections.” MML's renewed deivesto transform himself from Sunni insurgent leader to aspiring
politician led a number of his fofmer followers in the Ramadi Shura Council to break ranks with
him. In their search for dnjalteéffiate leader for the insurgency, many rank and file fighters from the
Islamic Army of Iragf the al-Nu'man Brigade, the 1920 Revolution Brigades, and Jaysh al-Haqq
joined AQIError! Bookmark not defined..””
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(S/NE) Together with their allies in Ansar al-Sunna, AQIError! Bookmark not defined. reacted to
MML’s change of mind, by asking their new fighters from the RamadiError! Bookmark not
defined. Shura Council member groups to carry out attacks in Ramadi.””” The Al-Numan Brigades
had already been partially assimilated into AQIL. The Brigades’ leader Issa Daham, although he
supported MML, had also been taking funding and direction from AQI leader Abu ‘Ubayda al-
Kubaysi ever since the capture of his brother.” Mid-level Ramadi Shura Council leaders were paid
$300 by AQI to organize and conduct attacks, while low-level leaders were paid $100.”” These
attacks undermined MML’s position in the negotiations by making him unable to control his own
subordinates. They also kept the Coalition focused on the member groups of the Ramadi Shura
Council while AQI was reestablishing its own network in the city.

(S/NE) Fault Lines: AQIError! Bookmark not defined.’s actions in RamadiEstor! Bookmark
not defined. created a public fault-line in the city. On the one side werethe leaders of the 1920
Revolution Brigades, al-Nu'man Brigade, Jaysh al-Haqq, Islamic Army fof/"raq, and Islamic
Movement of Iraqi Mujahideen (men such as Mukhlif al-Fahdawig Alif Zaydon al-Milawi and even
Issa Daham) who followed MML in pushing for negotiations with the,Gealition. On the other side
were many rank-and-file members of these groups who joined AQLAnsar al-Sunna, and Saraya al-
Jihad in following AQI leader Muhammad Khalaf Ulyan al-Khalifawi (Abu Riam) in his push for
continued attacks.”” There were also certain leaders of the 1920 Revolution Brigades and the al-
Nu'man Brigade who broke publicly with MML's view_on negotiations and joined AQI and Ansar
al-Sunna fighters under Ghassan Kazim Husayn al-Azzawi.”’"' Betrayed by his own subordinates and
targeted for death by AQI, MML abandoned, his” negotiations with the Coalition by the end of
JU-ly-402

S/NE) AQIEtrror! Bookmark not definedy, Ansar al-Sunna, and the Islamic Army of Iraq quickly
became the most active insurgent groups 1 RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. (though Islamic
Army of Iraq soon began suffering mass defections to AQI). As before, they based their operations
in the Jazira and Sufia districts of the eity. These districts afforded them a measure of safety from
Coalition and Iraqi security fercéswas they conducted limited training, and intimidated the local
population.*”” While fightegs(rapidly shifted back and forth between AQI and Ansar al-Sunna, both
groups in Ramadi answeged %6 FallujahError! Bookmark not defined. native Abu Salam (a
representative of ZamGawi's®Anbar amir Abu Yahya) following the capture of Ansar al-Sunna's
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Ramadi leader Mussab Jasim.** Abu ‘Ubayda al-Kubaysi, meanwhile, took over the al-Nu'man
Brigade rejectionists who opposed MML's negotiations.*”

Zarqawi’s anti-Shi’a ‘Umar Brigade

(S/REL) In an effort to inflame civil war across Iraq, Zarqawi announced the creation of the
exclusively anti-Shi’a ‘Umar Brigade on July 5, named after Caliph ‘Umar. The fact that Umar
conquered Persia and spread the Islamic empire to South Asia** was a constant reminder anti-Shi’a
and anti-Iranian nature of the force. Soon after its creation, AQIError! Bookmark not defined.
began publicizing the Umar Brigades attacks against the Shi'a "Ghadr Corps" (a sectarian pejorative
used by Zarqawi to refer to SCIRIError! Bookmark not defined.’s Badr Corps)gingluding the
assassination of Badr commanders Kharyy al-Ameri and Adel Koshk Khabdr, % Many Anbaris
quietly supported the creation of the ‘Umar Brigade as a means to pfétectudtaq from Shi'a
domination, enabling Zarqawi to further develop his image as “Defenderfoflthe Sunnis” inside
Anbar without putting his supporters there at any immediate risk, sincefmeosg of the ‘Umar Brigade's
actions took place in BaghdadError! Bookmark not defined. or southerndtaq.*”

(S/NE) In Anbar, the ‘Umar Brigade was made up of Traqi,Saudi, and Syrian AQIError!
Bookmark not defined. fighters and required strict Salafisg/afidsWahhabi beliefs as a criterion for
membership.” It primarily focused on targeting the Sh¥#a in HadithaError! Bookmark not
defined. in order to gain local Sunni support and foment instability in the population.*"

(S/REL TO USA,AUS,_ CAN AND GBR) Thegreation of the ‘Umar Brigade coincided with a
major effort by the AQIErrot! Bookmark notydefined. media committee headed up by Abu
Maysarah al-Iraqi and Khattab al-Iraqi to gfeate an AQI propaganda campaign specifically tailored to
Anbar. Working with Muhammad al-Anbari,/they established a media committee for every major
city in Anbar, providing the necessarfl funding to hire media-savvy staff.*"’

Targeting the Albu Issa Tribe (July 2005)

(S/NE) The Shi'a were hiot th€ only targets of AQIError! Bookmark not defined.'s renewed
murder and intimidatiofy campaign. Among the top targets on their list was FallujahError!
Bookmark not defined..city council member and Albu Issa tribal leader Sheikh Khamis Hasnawi.
A one-time supportet ofs the Fallujah Mujahideen Shura, Sheikh Khamis had shifted his views
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following Operation AL FAJR because he blamed the insurgents for the destruction in the city.*”
AQI attempted to kidnap him in January, but the plot failed and his tribe retaliated by killing two
insurgents.""”

(S/NE) Tribal Vendettas: Sheikh Khamis was a tatget for AQIError! Bookmark not defined.
assassination from then on, both because his presence on the FallujahError! Bookmark not
defined. city council kept the Albu Issa tribal members from participating in large-scale insurgent
activity and because the Zobai tribesmen who now made up many of the AQI in the Fallujah area
saw his assassination as a way to settle a tribal vendetta against the Albu Issa."* Faced with
continued threats to his life by AQI leader Essa Handi al-Essawi (a fellow Albu lssa, tribesman),
Sheikh Khamis fled to JordanError! Bookmark not defined. with several prominest fembers of
the Albu Issa tribe, paving the way for wholesale participation by the Albu Issa iff AQL™"

AQIError! Bookmark not defined.’s attempted merger with Ansar‘al-Sunna (Mid-2005)

(S/NE) A Love-Hate Relationship: At the same time, AQIErtorl/Bookmark not defined. was
making a robust effort to merge its organization with that'efAfisar al-Sunna. While they shared the
Salafist global jihad ideology and allegiance to ‘Usama, bin Taden, they were divided by local and
personality-driven tensions throughout Anbar, Nineveh, and BaghdadError! Bookmark not
defined. provinces."’ As we have already sgeng®8mevof the dispute between the two groups
originated in claims over who truly representéd“al-Qaeda in Iraq. There were, however, other
reasons for the tension, including Ansamal-Sunha’s belief that Zarqawi was responsible for the
destruction of their parent organization'sase in northern Iraq, the Ansar al-Sunna belief that AQI
did not respect it, resentment towards AQI fot claiming AS attacks as their own, AQI recruitment
of AS fighters, and Zarqawi's carefrde attitude towards killing large numbers of Iraqis regardless of
whether they were Shi'a or Sunni.¥\" Fh€ attempted negotiations between Zarqawi and AS leader
Abu Talha (see Chapter 3) wese tétminated by the latter’s capture. Still, the negotiations fostered a
closer degree of cooperation(between the two groups as Abu Talha's lieutenants Abu Barra and Abu
Saad sought to maintain @ high*operational tempo focused around Zargawi's then-staging point of
Tal Afar in an effort té as§erbleadership over AS across Iraq.""”
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(S/REL TO USA GBR,AUS AND CAN) Al-Libi relayed these concerns to his superior Abu
Munther, who intended to relay it by courier to ‘Usama bin Laden.” When these concerns were not
addressed by mid-February 2005, Ansar al-Sunna leader Abu Layth made arrangements for a
representative of the group to make its concerns known to AQAM global operations chief Abu
Faraj al-Libi and to ‘Usama bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawabhiri in person if time and security allowed.
Among the concerns expressed by Ansar al-Sunna leaders (including those of chemical weapons
expert Abbas bin Farnas bin Qafqas) was that Zarqawi forcibly conscripted fighters into his
organization and that there was the potential for dangerous situations to develop due to Zarqawi’s
mismanagement and lack of leadership. Abbas also provided a written critiquesef Zarqawi’s
performance during the defense of FallujahErrot! Bookmark not defined.s (VIGILANT
RESOLVE), noting that he failed to establish even basic defensive measures guchwas barbed wire,
trenches, berms, and mine fields despite having months of advance noticesthat he Coalition was
going to attack the city.””

S/REL-TO USA,AUS, CAN-AND GBR) Other Ansar al-Sunna leadetssifi Anbar and throughout
Iraq were equally disparaging of Zarqawi to the AQSL duringfthe’ spring and summer of 2005,

claiming that discord between AQIErrot! Bookmark not/defined..and other Iraqi Salafist groups
had reached the point where armed conflict could erupt. Moséo¥er; they claimed that RamadiError!
Bookmark not defined. Salafists were so weary of killing inaocent civilians that they now planned
to aid the returning police and civil defense forces. ®Ansar al-Sunna leaders in northern Iraq had
similar criticisms, with the Tulul al-Baqg-based AbugSufiyan reporting that formerly sympathetic
tribal leaders were now supporting the Iraqi ghilitary and police forces due to Zarqawi's violent
tactics.*

The Letter to Zarqawi from Ayman al-Zawahiri

(U) Much of the Ansar al-Sunna ‘critieism of AQIError! Bookmark not defined. would later
surface in a July 9, 2005 letter g, Zargawi from AQSL second-in-command Ayman al-Zawahiri. The
letter, while written in a_patronizing tone, nevertheless contained a comprehensive critique of
Zarqawi's strategy to dafe, in€lading his practice of televising beheadings, engaging in sectarian
watfare against the (Shia, %and alienating other insurgent groups. In particular, al-Zawahiri
emphasized the impertanee of popular support in jihad and urged Zarqawi to begin uniting as many
other insurgent gtoups aspossible behind him in preparation for the Coalition withdrawal. Zarqawi's
focus, accotdifig, tofal-Zawahiri, should be on the creation of an Islamist amirate following the
Coalition withdrawal that could spread jihad to other parts of the Middle East before more
moderate or secular factions within the Iragi Sunni community could emerge.

% Ibid.
2> | ASSESSMENT OF AL-ZARQAWI'S GROUP MERGER WITH AL-QAIDA, SIX MONTHS LATER |
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(U) Al-Zawahiri's letter reveals just how closely AQSL was following both Zarqawi's campaign in
Iraq and global jihad in general. In particular, in his closing statements al-Zawahiri says "By God, if
by chance you're going to FallujahError! Bookmark not defined., send greetings to Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi." This phrase, which initially made some Western analysts suspicious of the letter, is in fact
a paraphase from a jihadist poem that was widely circulated online following Operation AL FAJR:

(U) You who rule countries by bis infidels
You who can kill flies with chemicals
You who are riding the fast thing
By God, where are you going to?
If you are going to Fallujah Error! Bookmark not defined.
Send my regards to Abu Musab al-Zargawi
And all the jibadis in bis group ...

(U) Friction:  For reasons that are unclear, Zarqawi did “aotwsfct upon al-Zawahiri's
recommendations, and in fact declared publicly that the letter fwas’ a“fraud. This led to further
friction between Zarqawi and AQSL that would cause Atyahyal<Jaziti, another member of AQSL,
in November 2005 to issue his own far more direct legtef t6wZarqawi informing him of their
displeasure.

Summary of First Half of 2005

During the first six months of 2005, the Gealition'eonducted a series of offensive operations to clear
the insurgents from cities throughout the*pgovince. Unfortunately, as soon as the operation was
completed, the Coalition forces moved,omand the insurgents returned. While the operations caused
some damage, the insurgents were hugt just as badly by infighting between Ansar al-Sunni, Jaysh
Mohammed and AQIError! Bookmarkshot defined.. Despite the offensives and the infighting, by
mid-year the insurgents were gecoveting from AL FAJR and gaining strength in large parts of the
province.

City Stories (Mid-2005)
FallujahError! Beokmarkenot defined.

S/REL) By\mid-July most of the insurgents in FallujahError! Bookmark not defined. were
members of AQIError! Bookmark not defined., Ansar al-Sunna, Jaysh Mohammed, and the
Green Battalion, with unemployment the most common motivator to join the insurgency.”’
However, because the main focus of the Fallujah branches of Jaysh Mohammed and Green
Battalion (made up primarily of FREs and IISError! Bookmark not defined. officers led by
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(S/NE) AQIError! Bookmark not defined. Renews Attacks on the Hamza Battalion: Using the
weapons shipped from RawahError! Bookmark not defined. to New ‘Ubaydi, AQI initiated a
major operation against the Battalion in early August. AQI evicted the Battalion from New ‘Ubaydi
and expanded its influence into Jurayjib and Sa’dah. ** AQI's fighters set up curfews and
checkpoints along the main road in New ‘Ubaydi and, using computer-generated lists and
photographs, searched house-to-house for Albu Mahal tribesmen in order to kill them.”

(S/NE) Despite this victory, AQIError! Bookmark not defined. remained otherwise quiet in the
al-Qaim region for fear of provoking another Coalition offensive, focusing instead ogseebuilding the
support of the local population.”” To counter Coalition accusations that AQI fightefS fought only
for money, AQI began capturing and executing suspected thieves in RutbahErfotlsBookmark not
defined.. This demonstrated that they were fighting for the implementatiofyotashari’a, not venal
gain, and they were better able to protect Iragis than the Coalition.™

S/ANE) MML and Government try to Counter AQIErrot! Bookmatksfiot defined.: The Iraqi
government, however, had little doubt as to AQI’s intentions. Minister of Defense Sadun al-
Dulaymi met with MML and representatives from the Albd Nimtiand Albu Mahal tribes to discuss
the creation of a majority Sunni Iraqi army division te, figl#wAQI in Anbar. The Albu Nimr
representatives offered the Defense Minister 500 recruits, stating that they could provide more if
needed, but Sadun al-Dulaymi warned them that néither Prime Minister Jafari nor SCIRIError!
Bookmark not defined. leader Hakim wanted a Sufini‘army division created even as they feigned
support for Sunni political inclusion.”

(S/NE) This revelation led MML to meéthwith tribal sheikhs in RamadiError! Bookmark not
defined. to discuss the formation of a_special’ Ramadi-based military unit to eliminate AQIErrox!
Bookmark not defined. in the cityf’#MML requested that the sheikhs identify members of their
tribes who had served as soldiers or officers under the former regime but had not retained strong
ties to the Ba'ath Party.”” Knowingthat Prime Minister Jafari would never agree to the formation of
an all-Sunni military unit, MML 1aformed the sheikhs that the unit would have to contain Shi'a and
Kurds but that Sunnis wéuld Be’the majority.”* To appeal to his former allies in the Ramadi Shura
Council, MML claigfed %¢hat he had spoken with Mohammed Daham and had received his
approval.” This claim¥might have been true, as Daham had been using his contacts in the medical
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From al-Qaim, AQI was able to control western Anbar's lucrative smuggling routes to facilitate
AQAM operations throughout the Middle East and Europe.”

S/NE) AQIError! Bookmark not defined. prepared to attack the 100-150 Hamza Battalion
fighters who had been active in Akashat.” Perhaps distracted by their need to consolidate gains in
the al-Qaim area, as well as by the next phase of Operation SAYYAD, AQI never attacked. Given a
reprieve, the remaining Battalion members began working with the Iraqi MOD to create the Desert
Protectors Battalion designed to fight AQI and protect the borders of Iraq.””

Return of the Abu Harun in RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. (August 2005)

(S/REL-TO USA, MCEI) With AQIEtror! Bookmark not defined. consoliflating its victory in
western Anbar, the inadvertent release of Abu Harun Group leader Bagify, Muhtammed Hazim
Ahmed al-Fahdawi (Abu Khattab) by the Coalition caused the situation in RaghadiError! Bookmark
not defined. to take a turn for the worse.” Unlike the AQI and Ansat{al«Suniia members who had
only recently arrived in the city, Abu Khattab had been active thefe, assléader of the Abu Harun
Group since 2004. He possessed a great deal of local knowledg¢ and, was able to use it against the
Coalition. Among Abu Khattab’s top subordinates were hi§ sécrétypolice chief Suhain Khalid Fadil
Abu Ali Jasim (later killed in a car accident), former Republiéafi®Guard Colonel Naithem Hammed
Rashid (Abu Othman), and former IISError! Bookmark, not defined. analyst Satar Jubayr
Rashid.”

(S/NE) Under the direction of Abu Khattab, tife ‘Abu Harun Group (also known as the Abu Bakr
Group), AQIError! Bookmark not defined., and the Islamic Army of Iraq began distributing
propaganda demanding that all police resighithat all Shi'a in the city depart, and that MML resign.’”
Zarqawi also threatened to kill any Sunni,imams who supported the constitutional referendum.”
Abu Khattab’s followers forced RamadiError! Bookmark not defined.'s Christian community to
adhere to shari’a law if they refused tow€onvert to Islam.™ MML retaliated by using his influence
with several Dulaymi confedetati®nitribes to protect a Shi'a neighborhood from attack by AQI,
which he claimed wanted tg turn Ramadi into another FallujahError! Bookmark not defined..””

7 Ibid.
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(S/NE) Abu Khattab's prominence among the RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. insurgents
was due in part to his relationship with Anbar Ministry of Oil and Gas Deputy Director Yusif Abid
Farhan al-Fahdawi.”™ Every week, Abu Khattab or one of his lieutenants would receive a kickback
from Yusif, who had turned control of his building over to the Abu Harun Group.””’

(S/REL) This set the stage for open fighting between MML and Zarqawi over MML’s supportt for
the Iraqi political process. While many political and religious elites in Anbar shared Zarqawi's goal of
ending the Coalition presence in Iraq, they also agreed with MML's criticism of his methodology.
Zarqawi flatly rejected MML's efforts at negotiation, regarding it as “abandoning the law of Allah”
and “deserting the Qur’an.””

(S/NE) With many RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. insurgent groups{new working in at
least tacit alliance with AQIError! Bookmark not defined. and Ansafyal-Swnna, a curious
phenomenon emerged in which specific functions within the Ramadi insurgeficy%vere handled on a
tribal rather than on a group or cell basis. For instance, the Albu Haraj hetsed foreign fighters and
engaged in surveillance; the Albu Alwan acted as coordinators betweeh, thesgroups in the Tamim and
Jazira districts and conducted small arms, IEDError! Bookmark /not defined., and kidnapping
attacks; and the Albu Ghanem engaged in counterfeiting and dgcufaent forgery.””

(S/NE) In an effort to rectify the security situation in RamadiEtror! Bookmark not defined., the
Coalition carried out a series of operations aimed atAbu Bakr (Ghazi Ahmed Sharmut Abu Ali
Jassim), who was the leader of the Abu Harun Gro@ip%prier to Abu Khattab's release. Abu Bakr had
a group of sixty fighters who were personally c@mmanded by him even after he resumed control of
the group.”” These operations led to the capture dfone of Abu Bakt's top lieutenants and forced the
Abu Harun Group to operate clandestinely for fear of a similar fate. Key leaders fled Ramadi while
local cells attempted to root out the spy.that ABu Bakr believed had betrayed him to the Coalition.>'
Abu Bakr himself fled to the Albu (Fafaj tribal area in the Jazira area north and east of Ramadi,
where he was protected by his ally AbuMarwan.*”

(S/REL-TO USA, MCEI) The Jazira area encompassed the tribal lands of the Albu Diab, and the
Albu Aetha tribes in addition 6 the Albu Faraj, and served as a well-known refuge for insurgents
from RamadiError! Bookmark not defined.. This was probably because of the presence of the al-
Quds mosque, whieh ‘acted as a gathering and meeting place for insurgents in general.”” Among
those members 6f the) Abu Harun Group who fled to the Jazira area in addition to Abu Bakr was
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Abu Othman, who had used his IISError! Bookmark not defined. connections to help manage the
logistics and reorganization of the Abu Harun Group following the initial capture of Abu Khattab.”

MCIA Insert Map Here
The Assassination Attempt on Governor Mamoun

(S/NE) To maintain pressure on Anbaris to prevent them from participating in the political process,
AQIError! Bookmark not defined. attempted to assassinate Governor Mamoun during a meeting
with fifty RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. imams at the Saddam Mosque. 4Fhis particular
meeting was held to discuss MML's proposal to set up a Sunni military force to fight AQI in the
city.”” The attack failed, but AQI injured provincial Awgaf officials Sheikh Dhafir“Ubaydi and
Sheikh Abdullah Jallal in the subsequent scuffle.’™ The attack was organizéd, byAbu Khattab in
conjunction with local AQI leader Haji Walid and his fighters.™’

(S/NE) The failed assassination attempt on Governor Mamoon led, toms€rious repercussions for
AQIError! Bookmark not defined. in RamadiError! Bookmafk siot'defined.. Foremost among
these was a meeting between MML's allies in the al-Nu'nfan|Brigade and the 1920 Revolutionary
Brigades chaired by Ghanam al-Khalifawi to discuss retaliati6fi"for AQI targeting members of the
Awgaf>*® Ghanam, who urged his fellow insurgents to respond to any AQI attacks or threats against
them with a show of force, had already captured two AQI members who took part in the attack and
tortured them into giving him the name of the AQFT&adeér who ordered it.”” He would later capture
this (un-named) AQI leader, planning to execufe him/publicly in order to demonstrate to Zarqawi
that not everyone in Ramadi was afraid ofdim.””

Operation QUICK STRIKE (August2005)

(S/REL) After the Marines lost four more sniper teams, the Coalition carried out Operation
QUICK STRIKE in and‘arousid HadithaError! Bookmark not defined. with over 1,000 Marines.
The operation forcedfmote than 100-150 AQIError! Bookmark not defined. and Ansar al-Sunna
fighters under Yahya Ayish and Sheikh Hamid Rashi Salib to flee Haditha for KubaysahError!
Bookmark not defined. ¥
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(S/NE) Intelligence gathered during the course of Operation QUICK STRIKE confirmed the
continued presence of Ansar al-Sunna in HadithaError! Bookmark not defined. and AQIError!
Bookmark not defined. in Haglaniyah and Barwanah, with both groups exerting considerable
influence over the general population through an extensive propaganda, murder, and intimidation
campaign. The insurgents had been able to use Haditha as a base to manufacture IEDs and VBIEDs
for use in cities along the Euphrates all the way to BaghdadError! Bookmark not defined.. While
QUICK STRIKE forced some insurgents to flee to Bayji or Kusaybah, many Haditha insurgents
were in fact based in outlying towns such as Dulab, Jubbah, and Baghdadi along the Euphrates,
which meant the Coalition operations missed them entirely. Insurgents in Haqglaniyahsand Barwanah
on the other hand did flee first south and then north to escape Coalition corden fand search
operations, before returning to Haditha and re-exerting influence over the populdtion,

(S/NE) Pattern of Coalition Operations: As we have seen, this was the usudl pattern for Coalition
operations. Another recurring pattern, typical for insurgencies as a whole,swas that local residents
would assist the Coalition as long as Coalition forces were present but weunld also tolerate (or even
support) the insurgency in their absence. At times, even the presence of Coalition forces was not
enough to ensure cooperation, since recent experience had showa.that they would leave and the
insurgents return to exact their vengeance.

(S/NE) Ansar al-Sunna, for instance, openly statéd their intention to reenter HadithaEtror!
Bookmark not defined. as soon as Coalition,fog€esideparted. Despite QUICK STRIKE, Husayn
Shihab managed to remain active in the Haditha#Haglaniyah corridor with as many as 2,000 fighters,
and would oversee the resumption of the intimidation campaign in the area.”” The AQIEtror!
Bookmark not defined. propaganda canapaign also resumed in earnest, circulating flyers depicting
a "secret memo" from a high-ranking UTA official to rig the constitutional referendum in favor of
the Shi’a.”™

MCIA Insert Map Here

(S/NE) The shari’a court €stablished by AQIEtror! Bookmark not defined. and Ansar al-Sunna in
the Albu Hayan area ¢f HadithaError! Bookmark not defined. played a major role in the renewed
intimidation campaign % For instance, a woman accused of prostitution was whipped 200 times and
died from her fajuriés.”™ Two men who had publicly complained about the insurgency were
kidnapped ‘within hours and decapitated, their heads displayed on spikes along the Barwanah
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Bridge.””” Anyone who sought to participate in the elections was threatened with decapitation and a
curfew was set up throughout Haditha for all residents.”

(S/NE) Among the positive effects of Operation QUICK STRIKE were the creation of Coalition
bases in HitError! Bookmark not defined. and the heavy attrition among al-As’ab al-Ahwal
leadership.”” The surviving members of the group were forced to flee the city for RamadiError!
Bookmark not defined. or BaghdadError! Bookmark not defined..”® The Albu Nimr tribe
exploited the group's weakness, attacking its members in Hit and the Albu Tiban area.”® His
organization fractured and in decline, al-Asa'ab al-Ahwal leader Sinan Metib was forced to seck
shelter in the anonymity provided by Baghdad.” Those al-Asa'ab al-Ahwal membessywho fled to
Ramadi gathered in the Tamim district or the Hai al-Sakani Military Housing Complexs™

AQIError! Bookmark not defined. Defeats the Albu Mahal

(S/RELTO USA,MCEI) By early September, AQIError! Bookmark fiot defined. had established
itself across much of western Anbar. Having defeated the Hamza BattaliongAQI now dominated al-
Qaim, Karabilah, Sadah, Ramanah, HusaybahError! Bookmarkfnot_defined., and ‘Ubaydi to the
point of conducting armed patrols and setting up checkpoints)wheaéver Coalition forces were not
immediately present.”® The defeat of the Albu Mahal openéd®the door for AQI and its allies to
consolidate their influence over a wide swath of western Anbar from the HitError! Bookmark not
defined.-HadithaError! Bookmark not defined. coffidor all the way to RutbahError! Bookmark
not defined.. They created a virtual "shadow gévénment" based in Haglaniyah and Barwanah
complete with shari’a courts and a secret police foree.”") Anticipating Coalition military action against
Husaybah, AQI began contracting largeqaumbets, of Salmani and Karbuli tribesmen to serve as
additional fighters in the event of a Coalitiemattack on the city.”®

(S/REL) The goal of AQIError! Bookmark not defined. and its co-belligerents such as Ansar al-
Sunna was to openly assume control#of the upper Euphrates River region just as they had
FallujahError! Bookmark not.defined. in 2004 and use it as a base for further attacks east towards
RamadiError! Bookmark, fiot defined. and BaghdadEtror! Bookmatk not defined..””’ Hadd
punishments had been infplemeéfited by AQI throughout September against suspected collaborators,
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(S/NE) Majid Hamed Mothan al-Halbusi used his position as mayor of the city of Karmah to
facilitate smuggling insurgents to and from BaghdadError! Bookmark not defined.. An abundance
of safe houses and arms caches existed in the area under the control of the dominant insurgent force
in the city, the 300-member FRE Green Battalion now led by Thamir Khalid Ubeid al-Khudhair and
Jassim Ubeid al-Khudhair. Jaysh Mohammed explosives expert Salaam Dera Abdullah Thamir
served as the Green Battalion’s primary contact with other elements of the insurgency.””’

Amariyah

(S/NE) During the late summer and fall of 2005 there was a relative absence of insuggerit activity in
Amariyah area, although significant numbers of insurgents remained in the cityf{comgcntrated in the
northern Ankur district. Two possible explanations for the dip in attacks wepé®a, prelonged Coalition
presence in the area and a desire by insurgents to use Amariyah as a safe-havén.) *The destruction of
a nearby police station in Feris Town and resulting lack of Iraqi segurity fotces inside the city tends
to support the latter explanation. Major insurgent figures in the citywese’ Zarqawi associate Essa
Handi Ahood al-Essawi, foreign fighter facilitator Abu Mukhlag, aftd Muslim Brotherhood leader
Mohammed Fizza.””

HitError! Bookmark not defined.

(S/NE) Though nominally under the control of MayotAli Hamdi Nasser al-Awee and the "People's
Sheikh" Yassin Muflin Ham Hadi, AQIError!"Boekmark not defined.'s murder, intimidation, and
1O campaigns had successfully converted @r cowed, the local population by October. With assistance
from local FREs, HitError! Bookmarkgnet defined. served as the last stop for insurgent and
foreign fighters traveling to RamadiEzrot) Bookmark not defined. or FallujahError! Bookmark
not defined. and its hospital was co-opted by the insurgency to treat their own wounded fighters.
AQI was the dominant group in the eity, but Ansar al-Sunna, Jaysh Mohammed, and (until their
defeat) al-Asa'ab al-Awhal alsgamaihtained a presence.”

RawahFError! Bookmark fiot défined.

(S/NE) Once thedasutgents felt relatively secure in al-Qaim and HusaybahError! Bookmark not
defined., Quwwat Allah al-Tharib attempted to re-establish the Bayt al-Masada training camp north
of RawahEtroh,Bookmark not defined..”” A number of Quwwat Allah al-Tharib leaders were
Iraqi or foreign fighters who had been trained by AQAM instructors at this camp before its
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destruction in 2003 (see Chapter 3) and escaped to ‘Ubaydi, al-Qaim, and Husaybah to join the

: 601
nascent mnsurgency.

Al-Qaim, HusaybahError! Bookmark not defined., and Karabilah

(S/NE)} Throughout this entite area, shari’a courts were set up and the hadd punishments were
implemented by AQIError! Bookmark not defined. clerics. Using boats and back geads, AQI was
able to move rank-and-file insurgents as well as foreign fighters in and out of the atet dn a regular
basis. The AQI senior leadership left for SyriaError! Bookmark not defined. as Operation
SAYYAD 1II began, but 300 fighters under the command of mid-level leaders getained in both
HusaybahError! Bookmark not defined. and Karabilah to set up fortifications, plant IEDs, and
establish C2 nodes in preparation for a Coalition attack.””

S/NE) After their defeat of the Hamza Battalion, AQIError! Bookmark not defined. forcibly
evicted Battalion members from the area in mid-Septembef and mest of the cities’ populations fled
south and east in anticipation of the Coalition attack.””

RutbahFError! Bookmark not defined.

(S/NE) As Coalition pressure on Anbat’s nefthern /border sanctuaries increased, RutbahError!
Bookmark not defined. became a key logation feg fighters crossing into Iraq at Trebil and Waleed.
The insurgency used the city as a meeting, ground for arranging attacks, and had successfully
persuaded locals that any problems in, _the city were caused by the Coalition. Cars purchased in
Rutbah were taken to Akashat, HusdybahError! Bookmark not defined., and RawahError!
Bookmark not defined. to be turnedinto VBIEDs. While the number of insurgents in Rutbah was
estimated at only seventy-fiveamefipall under the leadership of Sheikh Mohammed Abdul Khudayr
and Mohammed al-Aswad, (they) exerted more influence over residents than did Acting Mayor
Raheem Sabah Awadi.””

The Example of, HadithaErrorl Bookmark not defined.,, Hagqlaniyah, and Barwanah:
AQIEzrror! Bookmarkinotvdefined.’s ideas in action

(S/NE)} By Qctober 2005 AQIError! Bookmark not defined. had thoroughly penetrated the
HadithaErrorBookmark not defined. area and, perhaps aided by the presence of the many FREs

601 H
Ibid.
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in the area (including former intelligence officers and former Republican Guard Chief of Staff
Lieutenant General Saif al-Din Falayh al-Rawi), created a sophisticated organization in this region. A
study of captured documents suggests that AQI had in fact created an infant “state within a state” in
Haditha, Haglaniyah, and Barwanah. The incipient state had centralized command structures,
intelligence and security cells, shari'a courts, a Shura Council, and a highly developed financial
infrastructure. This bureaucracy, while not fully mature, generated reports, kept meticulous records,
and had set rules for conducting business. *”

(S/NE) The documents show several other interesting facts about AQIEtror! Bookmark not
defined. in this part of Anbar. First, the development of guerrilla tactics andstherefore the
evolution of the insurgency did not occupy much of the attention of the leadership. {Sécdnd, religio-
ideological justifications for their actions dominated the internal documents, stiggesting that these
justifications were more than simply talk, but rather speak to the deepef™motivations of many
AQAM members. Finally, while much time was devoted to local concerns gnd*figures, almost no
thought was focused on understanding the Coalition—its motiyatignss potential strategies and
tactics.”’* These documents indicate the insurgents understood the fagt that insurgency is a political
rather than military struggle and that all politics are based on localfissures.

(S/NE) A closer look at the situation in the HadithaErroth Bookmark not defined. region reveals
some details about the larger state that AQIError! Bookmark not defined. hoped to create in
Anbar. AQI organized their insurgent cells by city block and street and enforced their version of
shari’a throughout the area with their police forcefS&utity forces and court system.”” Reports on
“immoral” residents (such as prostitutes or hombsexuals) were collected and stored, as was a “black
list” of people wanted by AQI for vamous infgactions. The management of disputes and the
mediation of local grievances were of spegfaliconcern for AQI, which took the time, for instance, to
arbitrate a dispute over land use near Haditha /®

Snapshot of the Insurgency (Septembéer 2005)

(S/NE) Despite the series 6f operations designed to disrupt the insurgency in Anbar, secutre the
borders, and prepare tle, regién for the elections, the bloodshed and intimidation in Anbar
continued. AQIErtor! \Bookmark not defined. and other insurgent groups seemed more
entrenched than ewer im eertain parts of the province, able to create in places like HadithaError!
Bookmark not‘defined:ba “state within a state” that enforced their ideas of governance on the
unwilling poptilace.
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(S/NE) Yet all was not well within either AQIError! Bookmark not defined. or the insurgency as
a whole. AQI's continued inability to defeat Coalition forces caused the organization to lose
credibility in parts of Anbar, while the divide between SRE and SAR insurgents was more
pronounced than ever. Genuine differences of opinion had formed over whether or not to
participate in the upcoming referendum. From late September onward, tensions over this issue
created a split between AQI and MML's followers in the Islamic Movement of Iraq Mujahideen,
1920 Revolution Brigade, and Jaysh Mohammed. JM even warned merchants in insurgent
strongholds not to distribute AQI leaflets, posted flyers listing known AQI members, and preached
anti-AQI sermons at mosques.””

(S/REL TO USA, MCEI) Meanwhile local concerns and personality-driven disputes’ cdntinued to
cause problems between AQIError! Bookmark not defined. and Ansar al-Sufinam There were, in
addition, continued AQI efforts to recruit Ansar al-Sunna fighters, the sectag@attitades of the AQI
leadership, and AQI's carefree attitude towards the killing of Iragi Sunnis.* /While Ansar al-Sunna
continued to cooperate both strategically and tactically with AQI Zafqawi's all-out declaration of
war against the Shi'a over the summer had been the last straw for the Ansasfal-Sunna leadership, and
prospects for a merger between the two groups faded.”"'

The Referendum (October 15, 2005)

(S/NE) As the referendum neared, AQIEtror! Bookmark not defined. attempted to disrupt the
political process by distributing a fazwa written,bygprominent al-Qaeda imam Abu Qatadah al-Taei.
The fatwa declared that voting was punishabléybyideath under shari’a and that Sunnis should fight
rather than vote. AMSError! Bookmarkamot defined., MML, and insurgent financier Abd al-Latif
Humayin al-Kharbit all countered this charge by claiming that participation in the referendum (in
order to vote against the constitution) wasia duty equivalent to participating in jibad.””

(S/REL-TO USA,MCEFEI) The influenie€ of these competing declarations, as well as the effects of
the Coalition’s shaping operationSpwas reflected in the turn-out for the referendum. Voting in
FallujahError! Bookmark, ot defined., Nasser Wa Salaam, Saqlawiyah, and Zaidon, where the
insurgency had been mdte th6roughly suppressed and where the AMSError! Bookmark not
defined. and Anbag(Pceple’s General Conference had advocated participation in the political
process (in order togkeepsthe Shi’a from imposing their ideas), was quite high, with 106,200 out of
153,477 eligible®yotets (69%) participating. The atmosphere in the area was so open to the
referendum tiagadditional ballots were requested for delivery to Fallujah.””
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(S/RELTO USA, MCEI) The picture was quite different in western Anbar. The only town that had
good turnout was Barwanah, where the atmosphere was described as “festive.” Voting in Akashat,
RutbahError! Bookmark not defined., Sadah, HadithaError! Bookmark not defined., Baghdadi,
and HitError! Bookmark not defined., on the other hand, was extremely low: only 7,510 citizens
out of 158,682 eligible voters participated (4.7%). The reason for this low turnout varied from place
to place: Haditha residents were too intimidated by insurgents to participate in the referendum. Hit
residents were told not to vote in mosque sermons. Residents in al-Qaim, HusaybahErrox!
Bookmark not defined., and Haditha were unable to vote because there were no polling stations
due to of a lack of security. In al-Qaim AQIError! Bookmark not defined. reportedly set up
cameras to identify and record individuals attempting to vote, so that they could be tasgeted.’"*

(S/REL-TO USA, MCFI) Voting in RamadiError! Bookmark not definedsgs Tammim, and
Zangora was also low, with only 4,297 out of 217,940 eligible voters participagingsbarely 2%. The
main reason given for the lack of voting was that the lack of visible Coalittoft forces at the polling
stations made citizens feel unsafe.””

(S/REL-TO USA MCEI) Turnout across Anbar was estimated fat 22% or 118,000 of the 530,000
eligible voters in the province.”'® Most attacks that took pla€e thelday of the referendum were both
ineffective and directed against Coalition forces. It was dhtifaidation, conflicting religious and
political guidance, and widespread perceptions of insecurityyrather than actual violence that were
primarily responsible for the low turnout.””

(S/REL-TO USA_MCEIL) Despite this estimated turnout, the official statistics for Anbar reported
217,471 votes cast, of which 97% were against the,constitution. The discrepancy between estimated
and official turnout would lead to an offiefahinvestigation of the referendum after its conclusion.”®
When the results across Iraq were tallied,%Anbar, Salahaddin, and Nineveh had all voted against the
constitution but Nineveh had failed t @btain the necessary 2/3 majority necessary to defeat it. The
investigation into the elections in Anbasfvas therefore closed and the constitution was approved.’”
Some Anbari elites claimed that they were being disenfranchised by the Shi'a majority, but most
begrudgingly accepted the re§ults and began selecting candidates for the December elections.”

Operation SAYYADATI (O¢tober-November 2005)

(S/NE) With th& sucgessful conclusion of the referendum, the Coalition began the last phase of
SAYYAD, ‘designed to secure the borders and create enough security for the vital December
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SAYYAD II named Operation STEEL CURTAIN (AL-HAJIZ AI-FULADHI) with 2,500 Marines
from RCT-2 and 1,000 Iraqi troops.”

(S/RELTO USA, MCFI) Operation STEEL CURTAIN specifically targeted the insurgent
networks headquartered in HusaybahError! Bookmark not defined.. AQIError! Bookmark not
defined. had a virtual free run of this part of al-Qaim since driving the Hamza Battalion out of
Husaybah in August. During September and October, the AQI leadership in the city was able to
plan a major attack on Camp Gannon with the goal of seizing or destroying the base. Executed in
late October, the attack, though unsuccessful at seizing Camp Gannon, was sophisticated and
complex. The Coalition clearly needed to disrupt the insurgency in Husaybah.

(U) Beginning on November 5, combined Coalition and Iraqi forces pushed ifitogiusaybahError!
Bookmark not defined., encountering small arms fire and IEDs from ingdfgentss Nine Coalition
air strikes were called against suspected insurgent strongholds on the first dagy of the operation and
preparations began to begin a methodical search of every house in the dity;

(U) By November 9, the Coalition had completed its sweep of HusaybahError! Bookmark not
defined.. Coalition forces worked with Iraqi troops to s€t up a,peérmanent presence in the city.
Raids continued against Karabilah, however, and on Novembéf¥4 the Coalition mounted another
operation to secure ‘Ubaydi, which had served as a safe havemfor many insurgents who had escaped
from Husaybah. By the time ‘Ubaydi had been cleared on November 17, 256 suspected insurgents
were captured and 139 killed.

(S/RELTO USA MCEFEI) Some insurgents foughtyin RPG or machine-gun teams, and leadership in
New ‘Ubaydi coordinated IEDEtrrot! sBogkmark not defined. and VBIED attacks. Some
residential buildings were rigged with IEDs to explode when Coalition forces breached and cleared
rooms. All main roads and avenues{of approach had been rigged with IEDs, and large VBIEDs
were found and destroyed in HusaybahError! Bookmark not defined., Karabilah, and New
‘Ubaydi. Pre-planned defensivespositions were used and some insurgents fought wearing flak jackets,
kevlar helmets, and other fotms of body armor. Later assessments stated that the degree of tactical
discipline displayed by th&insufgents showed that many had received military or terrorist training.

Revelations about=AQILError! Bookmark not defined. from SAYYAD II

(S/REL TOUSAEMCEI) Operation SAYYAD 1II revealed a great deal about AQIError!
Bookmark nét defined. operations and sophistication.””” For instance, an AQI voucher discovered
in a weapons cache near Albu Hyatt contained a day-to-day record of expenditures during the course
of SAYYAD 1I for sixty-five fighters. The record was extremely detailed at the beginning, but
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became less meticulous as time went on. The AQI cell that compiled the record regarded a visit by
the group's RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. amir Methat Ibrahim Fahdawi (Abu Mustafa) as
a great honor, spending roughly $1,000 to throw a party for him. The cell also spent more money on
transportation and maintenance than on weapons, although “vehicle maintenance” was also the
preferred euphemism for modifying cars to serve as VBIEDs. "

(S/NF) After SAYYAD 11, the Coalition realized the extent of AQIError! Bookmark not defined.
influence over Iraqi society and the sophistication of its bureaucratic infrastructure throughout the
western Anbar region. For instance a November 20, 2005 document found in Albu Hyatt detailed
an AQI leadership meeting focused on how to take control of a city. The document discussed
HadithaError! Bookmark not defined. and Barwanah in particular and includedgthé names of
individuals approved to take over the land in the city and what type of land theyswete to receive.
Many of the individuals listed were still involved in local government in®earlyw2006. A second
document, found at a weapons cache in Barwanah, was a transcript of an officiallinsurgent meeting
in which specific cases that had been brought against various residénts ef the town (for being
Coalition informants or attempting to join the Iraqi police) were discusséd. The documents also
listed individuals who had been declared “thieves” and what they tole.”™

are a legitimate source of income provided by God for the mujahidin. They therefore take very setiously
the division of any goods or land taken through fi g. e parceling out of territory in the
HadithaError! Bookmark not defined. area should be E;% part of the larger attempt to impose shari’a
on the populace and to win over Muslims throug}lem ari’a means to the side of the insurgency.

(U) SPOILS OF WAR (ANFAL). Al-Qaeda, like many jih%, believes that the spoils of war

City Stories Post-SAYYAD II (December 2005)
Al-Qaim

(5ANE) As the Coalition and Iraqiyarfiy retook control of al-Qaim, AQIError! Bookmark not
defined.’s ability to carry outeperations in the city was severally degraded and the group was forced
underground. AQI lost its ability to coordinate attacks in the city, to support insurgent activity
further east, and to use théiarea as the capital for their notional state.*”

HitError! Bookmatkanot-defined.

(5/NF- The preschce of Coalition forces provided both stability and security for HitError!
Bookmark mot defined. residents. The Coalition forced the bulk of the insurgents from
AQIEtror! Bookmark not defined. and al-Asa'ab al-Ahwal to the outskirts of the city where they
were reduced to conducting harassment attacks against Coalition bases and patrols. Al-Asa'ab al-
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Ahwal continued to fragment under Coalition pressure, while AQI fighters were limited in their
ability to move, forcing them into a reactionary stance of conducting attacks around the Coalition
operation schedule.

RawahFError! Bookmark not defined.

S/ANE)The Coalition and Iraqi army presence in RawahError! Bookmark not defined. since late
July had disrupted AQIEtrrot! Bookmark not defined.'s intimidation campaign against the general
population, though the group continued to have IEDError! Bookmark not defined. cells in the
city. While weapons transfers and smuggling operations still took place within the, city, it was
severely curtailed by the Coalition presence that continued to deny AQI freedom,6f movement,
disrupted command and control, and forced their fighters to remain underground.

HadithaError! Bookmark not defined.

(SANF) Aggressive company-sized Coalition patrols and checkpOintssforced both AQIEtror!
Bookmark not defined. and Ansar al-Sunna back undergroundf reducing their ability to organize,
mass their fighters, or intimidate the population. While thie fwotgeeups continued to contest the
Coalition presence in HadithaError! Bookmark not definéd®wboth were forced to keep a low
profile to avoid being targeted by the Coalition. In doing s@y they preserved their organizations to
re-emerge later.

Baghdadi

(S7NF)y Because of the absence of a permafiént Coalition presence in Baghdadi, the town served as a
haven for AQIError! Bookmark not ‘defimed. fighters fleeing other parts of western Anbar
including senior leaders such as SadiqAyada Fandi al-Mahalawi. These AQI fighters were able to
successfully intimidate residents, kegpifigrthe general sentiment anti-Coalition.

RutbahError! Bookmark not defiffeds

(5/ANF)- While Coalition 8peratiéns in RutbahError! Bookmark not defined. were able to seize a
number of weapons gaches,bsafehouses, and suspected insurgents, the town remained an isolated,
provincial transit peintyfor foreign fighter movement, vehicle smuggling, and weapons trafficking.
Smuggling contifiued) to%be a mainstay for local tribesmen and criminals, but residents were
displeased at the pfesence of AQIErrot! Bookmark not defined. in the city and the growing
number of Saddi nationals becoming involved in traditionally Iraqi criminal activities in the area.

Snapshot of the Insurgency

(6/AF) Operation SAYYAD 1I and STEEL CURTAIN allowed Coalition troops to create a
presence in the previous insurgent strongholds of al-Qaim, Hit,Error! Bookmark not defined. and
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HadithaError! Bookmark not defined., though AQIError! Bookmark not defined. forces under
Kunther Selma retained some influence in al-Qaim and Baghdadi.”'

(S§/ANF)r Meanwhile the Anbar General Committee evolved into the Anbar People's Conference
following a national reconcilitation conference sponsored by the Arab League that recognized the
right of “legitimate armed resistance” against occupation.”” This recognition increased SAR and
SRE divisions within the insurgency, with 1920 Revolution Brigade leader MML organizing a group
of more than 70-100 politicians, technocrats, sheikhs, and insurgent leaders in order to organize
municipal security committees in RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. made up of members of
1920 Revolution Brigade, Jaysh Mohammed, and Islamic Army of Iraq to assist in theslDecember 15

elections.””
The Amman Bombings

(§/NE) Zarqawi’s broader regional concerns were highlighted when, afferfiumerous failed attempts,
he finally succeeded in carrying out a terrorist attack in his native YordafiError! Bookmark not
defined. on November 9. Using non-Jordanian suicide bombers”facilitated by Uthman Ismael
Fahad al-Khalifawi (including a relative of top Zarqawi lieutépant Thamir Mubarak Atrouz),
AQIError! Bookmark not defined. carried out attacks agaifist®he Radisson, Hyatt, and Days Inn
hotels in Amman, Jordan, killing 57 and injuring 60. The attagk on the Radisson Hotel in particular
was a major source of pride for Zarqawi, who had targeted it since 1999.°

(U) Zarqawi did not anticipate the wave of poptilag revulsion that the Amman bombings caused in
JordanError! Bookmark not defined.. More Jordanians were killed than foreigners and one of the
attacks targeted a wedding party largely nrade up of Palestinian Jordanians. The attacks sparked a
popular outcry against AQIError! Bookmark not defined.. In an effort to defend his actions,
Zarqawi posted two online defenses juétifying his choice of targets. He claimed that the wedding
party was made up of “Isracli Arabs®rather than Palestinian Jordanians and that it was well-
established that the hotels wete, ‘thelbackyard of the enemies of the faith.” He also claimed he had
sent a warning in AQI's attempted attack against U.S. warships in Aqaba in August 2005. He offered
an alternate explanation™n a™Subsequent audiotape, claiming that AQI had attacked the hotel
because Israeli intelligénce, officials were meeting there and that the roof had fallen on the wedding
hall as a result of the,explosion.’”

Atiyah al-Jaziti
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(U) AQSL appears to have been just as furious with Zarqawi over Amman as the Jordanians were.
In an uncharacteristically blunt letter, AQSL Atiyah al-Jaziri scolded Zarqawi for his actions,
informing him that all operations had to be subordinate to AQAM's long-term goals and rebuking
him for undermining AQIError! Bookmark not defined.'s ability to win hearts and minds in Iraq.
According to al-Jaziri, Zarqawi's widening scope of operations was alienating the Sunni community
and reducing support for AQAM. Zarqawi was therefore ordered to cease killing popular Iragi Sunni
leaders, to forge strategic relationships with moderate Sunni tribal and religious leaders, and to
follow all previous orders from ‘Usama bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri concerning war with the
Shi'a (l.e. to cease agitating for sectarian violence) and operations outside of Iraq. Al-Jaziri then
proceeded to criticize Zarqawi's advisors in Iraq for their inadequate political and religious expertise,
warned Zarqawi against arrogance, and implied that there might be someone mofesqualified than
Zarqawi to command AQI. He closed with an order for Zarqawi to send gOusters with regular
reports on his activity to AQSL in Waziristan or use jihadi discussion foruniSyto speak with AQSL
directly.”

(U) Atiyah al-Jaziri’s letter, which amounted to a formal rebuke of Zarqaw’s activities and strategy
in Iraq from the highest echelons of AQSL, was a major factor infthe’ Jaftuary 2006 formation of the
Mujahideen Shura Council.*”’

The December Elections (November — December 2005)

The Rise of Anbari Political Parties

(SAREE-TOUSAMEFD When the insurgenciyfailed to disrupt the constitutional referendum,

many Anbari elites, including the mempers, of the Anbar People's Conference with ties to the
insurgency, began preparing for the Deeember elections. The shift from insurgency to political
actions is in keeping with a long-established insurgent pattern of setting up formal and informal
political wings in order to engage the @overnment. By October 27, the Sunni political groups Iraqi
Islamic Party (IIPError! Bookmatkinot defined.), Iraqi National Dialogue Council INDC), and
the Conference of the Pegple of Iraq (CPI) joined together to form the Iraqi al-Tawafuq Front
(ITF) coalition in prepafation™for the December elections.”® The 1IP and INDC had originally
intended to ally with(Iyad Allawi, but his support for Operation AL FAJR made him a political
liability in Anbar2%, @perating on a platform calling for insurgent disarmament and Coalition
withdrawal, the FEF plannied to field as many as 230 candidates.”"’

(SAREETFOESA,MEFD-The I'TF was not the only Anbari political faction to form during this
period. Formeér INDC leader Saleh Mutlaq tried to create another political coalition that would
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include more extreme Sunni religious groups. At the same time, FallujahError! Bookmark not
defined. technocrat Engineer Farouk founded the Majlis Siyasi Watani Leel Iraq (National Political
Council for Iraq, NPCI).*"

(§/NE) The Sunnis realized they could gain more seats in the National Assembly by pooling
resources and running together rather than as independent candidates.”” While the specific
candidates were not announced in Anbar until immediately prior to the elections due to security
concerns, Governor Mamoun believed the ITF in particular was a strong, balanced coalition that
could represent Anbari interests in BaghdadError! Bookmark not defined.. He felt any insurgent
group that attacked it would draw the wrath of the provincial elites.”” A key patg=of Mamoun's
security plan was to engage the local imams and tribal leaders who opposed the refetedddm in order
to overcome the intimidation against voting. “**

City Stories (November 2005)
RamadiError! Bookmark not defined.

(§/ANF) The insurgency remained extremely active in RamadiErrogl Bookmark not defined., with
IEDs serving as the major threat to Coalition troops.”®Bécatise they were focused on western
Anbar, Coalition forces maintained a minimal presence in Ramadi. Still, Coalition patrols, bases, and
operating positions were the primary targets for institgent attacks. Iraqi security forces were still
targeted with kidnapping and execution in the hgfevofsconvincing them to quit their posts.”* A
major factor in the insurgency’s ability to opefate‘in the city lay in the fact that Police Chief Shakr
Mohammed Saleh had been collaborating with the insurgents until his detention.””” Even so, the
SRE-SAR divide was apparent in Ramadf, sith SARs loyal to MML hoping to join the political
process and SREs loyal to Zarqawi hopingyto disrupt it."*

(SAREEFOTSATMERD In a positiverdevelopment for the Coalition, residents of the Sufia district
formed a militia to fight AQIEffet] Bookmark not defined. in their area.”” While a positive
development, this decision falso jreflected a lack of trust in the government’s ability to provide
security.

Khalidiyah-HabbaniyahF rror! Bookmark not defined.
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(/NF) The situation in this area reflected the difficulties that the Coalition faced in Anbar, as well
as illustrating an important standard al-Qaeda technique. On the one hand, residents of Khalidiyah
and HabbaniyahError! Bookmark not defined. remained unsupportive of the insurgency, but there
was, at the same time, a great deal of anger and civil unrest directed against the Coalition. With the
arrival of the 9th Brigade of the Iraqi Armed Forces, the area was actively patrolled by professional
Iraqi soldiers. The response of AQIError! Bookmark not defined. was to use the two towns as
their safe-havens for attacks on RamadiError! Bookmark not defined. while refraining from
carrying out attacks within Khalidiyah and Habbaniyah themselves.”” This was standard practice for
al-Qaeda around the world, reflecting both a religious as well as practical reading of the,demands of
an insurgency.

(U) SAFE HAVENS. As with other insurgent groups, AQIEtror! Bookmark nogsdefined: needs safe

havens to rest, resupply and train. The insurgency in Anbar has safe havens in n ing countries as
well as within the province itself. Because of a particular reading of Muha AQI believes in
using one city or town as a safe haven that will be spared attacks, while ca% t attacks in neighboring
cities. A town or area of a city where attacks do not occur is often the_sig is is the center of an

AQI safe haven.
FallujahError! Bookmark not defined.

(/ANE) The city remained a prime target for the insdtgency. Insurgents found ways to enter the
city using forged documents or by traveling the Buphrates River from Saglawiyah or Amariyah to
carry out grenade attacks, drive-by shootingsydBDs,and other "low risk" attacks.”’ One major
exception was AQIError! Bookmark notdefined,’s November 29 assassination of Sheikh Hamza,
the widely beloved and influential religious leader who had supported both the elections and

s 652
reconstruction.

Karmah

(67ANF)y Karmah continued, to setve as the primary planning and networking center for the Green
Battalion. It conducted éplosi¥es training outside the city and then entered it to plant IEDs. The
Green Battalion exerted astrong influence on residents through family and tribal ties, causing the
city's atmosphericssto ehange on a weekly basis depending on the strength of the group. As a result,
tribal leaders sufferedja lass of influence and the city council was rendered completely ineffective.
While residentsadid fot support either the Coalition or the insurgency, many tolerated the insurgents
for fear of beifig attacked. No Iraqi security forces were active inside the city and those local officials
that worked with the Coalition were targeted for intimidation and assassination.””’
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Amariyah

(§/ANF) Having successfully won over or intimidated police chief Captain Saldoon Hansal Subhee
Husayn, the insurgent’s receieved aid and support from many police. Learning from their earlier
lesson of massing in FallujahError! Bookmark not defined., insurgents in Amariyah did not stay in
one area for very long and exercised good operational security.’™

HadithaError! Bookmark not defined.

(S/ANE)- Infiltrating back into HadithaError! Bookmark not defined. fromg#RawahError!
Bookmark not defined., Bayji, and RamadiError! Bookmark not defineds, after STEEL
CURTAIN ended, insurgents were able to organize a limited number of attaeks, but’could not carry
out more sophisticated operations.’>

SAREETFO-USAMEED The government agricultural building in HadidhaError! Bookmark not
defined. was used as a headquarters and a field hospital by AdSar”al"Sunna.® Staffed by trained
doctors and nurses, wounded Ansar al-Sunna fighters fropd agross,Anbar were brought to the area

for treatment.®’

HitError! Bookmark not defined.

(&/NE) Coalition operations in HitError! Bookmark/not defined., which forced most leaders to
flee to the outskirts, suppressed the insusgents' ability to operate in the city and limited activity to
harassment attacks directed against targets%ef opportunity. A lack of safe houses also disrupted
networks in the city and the ability to_pgepare more sophisticated attacks. As a result, insurgent
intimidation and coercion campaigns(against the general population ended.’™

RawahError! Bookmatk not defined.
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(§7NF)Coalition presence in RawahError! Bookmark not defined. limited AQIError! Bookmark
not defined.'s ability to conduct operations in the city, though night attacks using IEDs were on the
rise in and around the nearby town of AnahError! Bookmark not defined..””

Al-Qaim

(§/ANF)— Although still forced to operate covertly, AQIError! Bookmark not defined. continued to
carry out IEDError! Bookmark not defined. and small arms attacks in a desperate attempt to
contest Coalition control of the city."” AQI also attempted to infiltrate the new Iraqi security forces
and intimidate residents into submission.*"

(SAREETOYSA;MEFD Meanwhile, the weakening of AQIEtror! Bookmark{nosdefined. in the
al-Qaim area led to an escalation in tribal tensions, as the Albu Mahal tribe sughtt6 consolidate its
power in the region over its rival Salmanis.””

RutbahFError! Bookmark not defined.

(5/ANE) AQIError! Bookmark not defined. believed that the €galition could not or would not
conduct major offensives in RutbahError! Bookmark notidefified. and as a result chose the area as
their safe haven after being driven from HusaybahError! Bogkmark not defined..”” Small villages
in the al-Jafalah region were used as ad-hoc terrorist ttaining facilities and the local criminal element
was co-opted to support AQI personnel and operafiofis after being told by AQI that the Badr Corps
was planning to suppress the Sunni vote in RamddiErtor! Bookmark not defined..”

The Insurgency Divided (Late 2005)

S/ REETOBSATMERD Coalition gpétations in western Iraq had decisively shifted the balance of
power in the area away from AQIEfrer! Bookmark not defined. and back towards the Iraqi
government.”” This is an integesting conclusion given the city by city analysis above. Across the
province, insurgent groups, Qf alllideologies were under pressure to avoid Sunni civilian casualties,
while constant Coalition and Ifaqi patrols prevented AQI from gaining the necessary momentum to
re-impose its influeng€ o, the general population.”® From the perspective of the AQI leadership,
the situation in their fewmer stronghold of western Anbar was increasingly grim and the group
needed to mounthew opérations to maintain momentum.

97 Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: CITY ASSESSMENT | 200511 | (SHNFY| ]
890 1| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: CITY ASSESSMENT | 200511 | (S/NE)| ]
661 H
Ibid.
862 1| Military | GRINTSUM 051210 | 20051210 | (S/IMCEL) | ]
83| Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 051221 | 20051221 | (SHNFY | ]
%4 Ipid.
%3 | Military | TACTICAL FUSION CENTER: GRINTSUM 051230 | 20051230 | (SAMCEH-| ]
%8 Ipid.

6/13/07
Derived from: MCIA, Multiple Study of the Insurgency in Anbar Province, Iraq
Sources SEERETANOTORN-

Declassification on: 2028

Page 117 of 122 Pages



Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
Declassified on: 201506
SECRET/NOFORN
Study of the Insurgency in Anbar Province, Iraq
6/13/07

EANF- AQIError! Bookmark not defined.'s leadership in RamadiEtror! Bookmark not defined.
(particularly the Albu Ubayd tribal region), FallujahError! Bookmark not defined., and throughout
western Anbar had been seriously attrited by Coalition military operations. Many key leaders and
facilitators fled the province or went completely underground.”” Among them was Khalid Hamad
Zibalah al-Hayyani (Abu Harith), the AQI amir of HadithaError! Bookmark not defined. who had
fled to BaghdadError! Bookmark not defined. during Operation STEEL CURTAIN and
instructed other leading and mid-level insurgents to disperse to outlying river towns and villages near
Haditha.”® In an effort to regain momentum, Zarqawi began appointing a handful of temporary
commanders to oversee the province until new leaders could be approved.”” Tewavoid being
targeted by the Coalition, the bulk of AQI's scattered fighters fled to thé Khalidiyah-
HabbaniyahErrotr! Bookmark not defined. corridor or to the Albu Faraj and Adbu Dhiyab tribal
areas of Jazira to regroup.’”

(S/ANT) Fearful that other insurgent groups would seek to fill the powér yagutim left by AQIError!
Bookmark not defined., local commanders began targeting the leadership of Ansar al-Sunna and
the 1920 Revolution Brigade in RamadiError! Bookmark nét defined..””! From SyriaError!
Bookmark not defined., Sheikh Abdullah Janabi directedheUmatBrigade to begin moving some
225 Iragi and foreign fighters who had been dispegsed™aeross western Iraq to Ramadi,
HusaybahError! Bookmark not defined., RutbahError! Bogkmark not defined., and al-Qaim in
the hope that they would reinforce the existing AQI célls in those cities.””

(§/ANF) Ironically for a group for whom hatsédof fhe Shi'a was a key ideological component,
AQIError! Bookmark not defined. sought to uSg its ties to Muqtada al-Sadr and the Mahdi Army
to help reconstitute its infrastructure.”” Fteg between AQI (then known as JT]Error! Bookmark
not defined.) and the Mahdi Army had\first’ formed in April 2004, when al-Sadr had provided
support to the FallujahError! Bookmatkgnot defined. insurgents under Umar Hadid (see Chapter
4). This support had been reciprocatedsy J'T], which sent heavy arms, ammunition, and fighters to
assist al-Sadr against the CoalitionayAn Najaf in 2004. Mahdi Army fighters had fought alongside
AQI during Operation AL_HAJR}but ties between the two organizations had become more strained
after al-Sadr joined the pelitical"process and it is unclear whether or not their efforts to enlist al-
Sadr's assistance were fuceesstul.”™
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Parliamentary Elections (December 2005)

(S/REE-TOYSA;MEFE During the run-up to the elections, major Anbari political parties began

actively campaigning, though the manner and degree to which this occurred varied from city to city
depending on the security situation. In the most secure areas like FallujahError! Bookmark not
defined., this took the form of political rallies, speeches at mosques, and television advertisement
blitzs, while in less secure areas like those in western Anbar the only sources of election news other
than national television were the mosques and meetings of tribal leaders.”” Political parties had been
announced on November 5, but only Allawi's denounced the insurgency.”” All of the other major
parties in Anbar instead stressed Sunni identity politics, opposition to federalism, comdemnation of
Shi'a militia activity, support for the reconstitution of the Iraqi army, and a timelineg’tdr Coalition
withdrawal.”

(6 REEFOUSA;MERD Anbari support for the elections convinced AQIErtor! Bookmark not
defined. and its allies they had to change their tactics. Rather than thfeatening to kill anyone who

participated in the voting, they decided to concentrate on attacks againststhe Coalition.”* Complex
attacks in HitError! Bookmark not defined. and suicide bombings’ in%al-Qaim demonstrated that
AQI was still able to carry out mass casualty attacks. AQIhbelieyed that it had to continue to
challenge the Coalition presence in order to regain its formergtafiding in western Iraq.” With AQI's
intimidation campaign weakened, however, many residentsybegan discouraging insurgent groups
from operating in their area except in RutbahError! Beokmark not defined., where the insurgency
continued to wield significant influence over the gefiefal population.”™

(5/ANF) MML played a major role in the Decembey, 15 elections, using the 1920 Revolution Brigades
to drive AQIError! Bookmark not defiped, from several RamadiError! Bookmark not defined.
neighborhoods in order to ensure secufity at the polls.””” He was assisted in this effort by his
lieutenant Sheikh Nasser Fahdawi, whosfaised a militia in the Sufia district to protect the population
against AQL®® MML used agreément€ with Sunni leaders in FallujahError! Bookmark not
defined. similar to those heghad™with Sheikh Nasser to reduce violence in the city during the
elections.”” This move wag, dlso s¢lf-serving, as it helped to extend MML's authority from his center
of power in Ramadi int&ithe*HitError! Bookmark not defined.-HadithaError! Bookmark not
defined. and the KHalidiyah-HabbaniyahError! Bookmark not defined. corridors.” Even so,
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(U) The October Constitutional referendum and the December national elections were a significant
step for Iraq, and for Anbar Province. Still, insurgents roamed the province creating havoc and
attempting to establish themselves in urban and rural areas.

Conclusion

(U) The year 2005 thus ended on an uncertain note. There had been many positive developments
throughout the year: the participation of a significant percentage of the Sunni population in the
elections, the division of the insurgency over political participation, the active support of the Awgaf
on the side of the Coalition, the decision by at least some of the tribes that their intesests coincided
with those of the Coalition, and the serious disruption of AQIError! Bookmark net’défined. and
affiliated insurgent networks in western Anbar. These events gave hope for the gFeamto come.

(U) However, AQIError! Bookmark not defined. had not been destroyed}*its leadership and
organization were still intact, and Zargawi would now determine that AQIsqvery survival depended
on taking desperate action to provoke the sectarian violence that couldubé its only salvation. Still,
Zarqawi’s stature with the AQSL was waning as they became incfeasthgly concerned with his tactics
and large-scale slaughter of other Sunnis.

Attack Data (September — December 2005)

(U) The following charts illustrate the numbers @ndytypes of insurgent attacks against Coalition
forces in Anbar Province that occurred in the middle tfimester (May to August 2005). The first two
(large — /2 page) charts provide an overview of attacks from 2003 to 2007 in the three AOs of Anbar
(in two different graphic presentations). #he,four months are highlighted and allow comparison to
the entire period. The following eight, charts (small format) break down the overall data into the
specific types of attacks (Direct Firé, Iidirect Fire, IED, and Complex AttacksError! Bookmark
not defined.) arrayed over the 2003-2007 timeframe and also expanded to a week-by-week graphic.

Sy The attack levels during this period demonstrated a sustained peak from late September through
early November, maintaiiing €vels much higher than immediately before and after, and only
surpassed previously by the Thcident rate during Fallujah II. This peak is coincident with SAYYAD
IT and Operation STRBEL"CURTAIN. The drop-off may be related to increased security efforts
surrounding the Wecember 2005 parliamentary elections. Though all attack types showed a similar
pattern, thete Swere Particularly significant drop-offs of Indirect Fire and Complex Attacks after the
peak period, ‘afid there were almost no Complex Attacks at all by the end of the year. The majority
of attacks were taking place in AO Topeka during late 2005.
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(S/ANE) At least three-quarters of those detained had no education beyond high-school, with neatly
half (47.8%) having no more than an elementary education (6" grade or less). More than 14% had
some post-secondary education or had completed a degree program.

(§7ANF) The tribe with the most captured members in 2005 was the Albu Eissa tribe. From January
through July, Albu FEissa consistently had the most captured members, averaging almost 45 per
month, though by the end of the year, the rate of capture decreased dramatically, averaging only 17
captured per month. During this latter part of the year, other tribes such as Jumayli and Albu Mahal
were captured more frequently than Albu FEissa. Though these were the most frequent tribes
claimed, there were many tribes well-represented, as only 60% of the detainees associated
themselves with one of the top 20 tribes.

(6/ANF) By far, the most frequently claimed residence among detainé®s 12005 was the
FallujahError! Bookmark not defined. area, with more than 43% of detain€es,”compared to only
10% from RamadiError! Bookmark not defined.. This majorspike Jikely was a result of the
chaotic situation in Fallujah after the 2004 operations, allowing manypcople to claim Fallujah
residence because of the difficultly in confirming that informatign./"In%particular, the Fallujah-area
towns of Karmah (8.8%) and Amiriyah (5.6%) contained aflarge €encentration of detainees. Other
detainees came from Hadithah (9.1%), Al Qa’im / HusagbahError! Bookmark not defined.
(7.4%), HitError! Bookmark not defined. (5.9%) or frem outside Anbar in BaghdadError!
Bookmark not defined. (4.4%), though this was somewhat limited.

(57NE) More than 60% of all detainees in 2005)¢laimed to be married, engaged, or widowed, though
most detainees under 30 (68.4%) were still singlefj,Almost all married detainees (91.5%) claimed to
have children, but this data is unreliable. #The need to support a family likely was a factor that led
those with children to participate in the ifisurgéncy to receive larger financial gain than their regular
jobs or while unemployed.
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